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LONDON 1N THE 19205

S LONDON IN

* INTRODUCTION -

London is like nowhere else on Earth. That being the case,
it is impossible for this book to do justice to the wealth of
possibilities that London offers to imaginative Keepers and
their players. Instead, we have attempted to outline the major
features of the city and to provide keepers with resources and
suggestions along the way. After all, a thing half seen is always
that much more terrifying than something fully disclosed, and
your own imagination will fill in the gaps for you far better than
we ever could.

We've broken up Cthulhu Britannica: London into three
volumes. The first, An Investigator’s Guide to London, is
written as a guidebook to London in the 1920s, when London
was still the most influential city in the world. This first book
contains little reference to the Cthulhu Mythos, but rather is
intended as a comprehensive and detailed resource for players
and as a reference work for Keepers. There is much within for
investigators and Keepers to explore. We have tried to provide
not only a guidebook of hotels and nightspots, and museums
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and libraries, but also a guide to the time, the cultures and
attitudes, and the opportunities for adventure provided by the
city itself.

The second volume, A Keeper’s Guide to London,
considers the role of the Cthulhu Mythos, the occult, and
the supernatural in the city. It represents a guide to ‘Mythos
London’ and contains information on cults and cultists,
potential allies and occult societies, as well as new items,
magic and creatures. In addition, A Keeper’s Guide to
London contains descriptions of the ancient horrors that call
London home in the 1920s and in the past, and a collection of
Mythos threats.

Finally, the third volume, Adventures in Mythos London,
contains three scenarios to allow you to jump right into some
sinister adventures with little effort. Each scenario takes
place in and around London and includes a host of colourful
characters and intriguing situations.

And so, let the adventures begin...




- WELCOME TO LONDON -

“I naturally gravitated to London, that great
cesspool into which all the loungers and idlers of the

Empire are irresistibly drained.”
— Arthur Conan Doyle, A Study in Scarlet

“I long to go through the crowded streets of your
mighty London, to be in the midst of the whirl and rush
of humanity, to share its life, its change, its death, and
all that makes it what it is.”

— Bram Stoker, Dracula

“It is difficult to speak adequately or justly of
London. It is not a pleasant place; it is not agreeable,
or cheerful, or easy, or exempt from reproach. It is
only magnificent. [...] It is the biggest aggregation of
human life — the most complete compendium of the
world.”

— Henry James, The Complete Notebooks
of Henry James

In the 1920s London (as defined by the administrative area of
the County of London) stretches 14 miles east to west and ten
miles north to south at its widest points, and covers an area of
over 130 square miles. Within this area live almost four and a
half million people.

As it stands, the city contains over 8000 streets and 650,000
buildings, including well over 2000 churches, 6500 hotels,
inns and pubs, 20,000 shops and 18,000 factories and
warehouses.

London in the 1920s is undoubtedly the largest, wealthiest
and most powerful city in the world. The value of trade
passing through the port of London in 1919 exceeded eight
hundred million pounds; almost one tenth of the total value
of all global trade. The profit from this trade is not wasted:
from Whitehall and its departments, almost a third of the
globe is governed under British rule and London’s schools

prepare each generation to take up the reins of the Empire.

In fashionable hotels and tea-rooms the talk is of a renewal:

the Great War is over, won at a terrible cost, and the new,
monied young generation — the ‘Bright Young Things’ — party
as hard as they can to forget their parents’ terrible conflict.
In the meantime, the slums to the east and south fill with
labourers from the countryside and from overseas to feed
London’s insatiable need for workers.

A seething ocean of people travel through London every day
on their way to work in commercial, industrial, and service
positions in shops and pubs, rail yards and docks, and in the
homes of the wealthy upper classes. Those who cannot work
find themselves trapped in slums, terrorised by gangs and
struggling to feed themselves and their families; lest they be
fed upon by the dark creatures and darker forces inexorably
drawn to the metropolis.

The area of Greater London (defined as the area over which
the Metropolitan Police have authority) is larger still: over
700 square miles and with almost seven and a half million
inhabitants. Within this area it is possible to find a huge
variety of settings: in just twenty miles you can go from the
very heart of commerce and government to the rural outskirts,
where people are suspicious of strangers and in awe of motor
cars, and you can pass through every imaginable social milieu
in between.

London in the 1920s is remarkably multicultural: over
160,000 foreign nationals live here as well as an untold
number of Imperial subjects, and they have brought with
them not only the wealth and trade of half the world, but also
their secrets.

As the heart of the British Empire, London is home to many
strange spoils from the colonies and further afield: in private
collections accumulated by travellers there sit fetishes of
the Wendigo from the wilds of Canada; in unmarked crates
in the basement of the British Museum are carvings of
blasphemous things from the darkest depths of the jungles
of Africa; and in the back rooms of shops and warehouses
are hundreds of shrines to foreign gods, some older than the
Earth itself.

In the Chinatown of Limehouse ancient, terrible rituals
are carried out by ‘devil-men’ who claim to communicate
with daemons, whilst on the docks Russian sailors from St




Petersburg and Kiev whisper fearfully of something half-
seen that slithered wetly from their ship into the foggy
London night as it docked.

Amongst the bright lights of the West End theatres, cults
conspire to bring about the return of the Old Ones. On the
rooftops of Soho, a misshapen figure that was once a man
looks down hungrily on the throngs on the rain-slicked
streets.

In the Anthropology department of the University of London
a shipment of bones from Australia contains the remnants
of something unknown and alien, something that whispers
though dead, and eagerly awaits discovery. Unaware of all
of this, of what lurks in the multiplicity of shadows, the city

is alive with the activities and dreams of men and empire.

LONDON #ND
- THE GREAT WHR -

In the twenties, the First World War was known simply as
‘The World War’ or ‘The Great War’. It was one of the most
massive conflicts ever inflicted upon the human race and
had a huge impact on Britain. Around 15 million people had
died across the world during its four years of conflict. This
loss of life and the financial crisis born out of the war are
without doubt two of the most important things to keep in
mind during any campaign set in 1920s London. The war
cost Britain terribly in terms of its manpower, resources,
commerce and its confidence as a world power. The very
identity of the United Kingdom was changed.

Gurrency in 13205 London

The system of coinage used in London in the 1920s was introduced by Henry II and used in Britain until decimalisation

in 1971. Based on the weight of precious metals, a pound literally equalled in value a pound of sterling silver. The most

common denominations were the shilling (twenty to a pound) and penny or pence (twelve to a shilling). Shillings were

)

denoted with the letter ‘s’ and pence with the letter ‘d

Common Denomination

2 Farthings

2 Halfpence

2 Pence

3 Pence

6 Pence

12 Pence

2 Shillings

2 Shillings & 6 Pence
5 Shillings

10 Shillings

10 Shillings & 6 Pence
20 Shillings

21 Shillings

Equivalent

1 Halfpenny or Ha’penny

1 Penny (pl. Pence) or 1d

Tuppence or 2d

1 Thruppence (also ‘thrupenny bit’) or 3d
1 Sixpence (also ‘tanner’) or 6d

1 Shilling (also ‘bob’) or 1s

1 Florin (also ‘two bob piece’) or 2s

1 Half Crown or 2s/6d (‘two-and-six’)
1 Crown or 5s (‘five bob’)

1 Half Sovereign or 10s

1 Half Guinea or 10s/6d

1 Sovereign (also ‘pound’) or 20s

1 Guinea or 1g

When written out, denominations were separated by either a slash (/) or a dash (-), such as 11s/3d or 11s-3d. For amounts

over a pound, an additional slash or dash was added, such as £1/11s/3d or £1-11s-3d.




Any characters introduced onto this stage will thus see and
feel the upheaval brought about by the Great War. Toward
the end of the decade, the troubles subside and the pain of
loss is not so keenly felt, but between 1920 and 1930, London
remains ever marked by upheaval.

THE DEATH TOLL

In terms of manpower, the actual cost was staggering. Around
885,000 British soldiers died between 1914 and 1918. When
combined with British troops from the colonies the number
rises to around 1.2 million. Percentage-wise, however, the
impact of colonial deaths was much more profound upon
those nations than the losses upon the British. For example,
although the entire casualty numbers for Britain were much
higher, the losses of 18,050 New Zealanders or 61,928
Australians had a much greater impact on those nations due
to the small size of their populations.

This loss of life inevitably had a profound effect on the morale
and the collective psyche of these nations. The loss of a
generation caused irrevocable social change. The men who
were fortunate enough to return from the front lines were
often plagued by nightmares or suffered from shell shock,

from which many would never recover.

Meanwhile at home not a single family was unaffected;
virtually every man, woman, or child had lost someone close
to them. As a nation, Britain was haunted by the ghosts of the
lost, both figurative and possibly real, for decades after.

AFTERMATH

In the United Kingdom, over 1.6 million British servicemen
returned home wounded. The cost and time required to
rehabilitate them was one of the longest lasting legacies of
the war. The dead were remembered across Britain in war
memorials and honoured by the construction of the Cenotaph
in London. All over the country in nearly every city, town
and village, monuments and lists of the dead were put up to
remind people of the sacrifice paid by men in uniform.

Across London, names and private memorials were erected
in post offices, in train stations, and in and around churches.
The lists of the dead were written out in a desperate desire

to honour and remember loved ones and friends. The British

army’s policy of placing soldiers from the same region, town

or even workplace together (so-called ‘Pals’ regiments) meant
that if a unit was wiped out, a neighbourhood or whole town
might have collectively lost its husbands and sons.

In London, in the 1920s thousands of men bore the physical
scars of the war. They returned having lost limbs, being
burned or blinded, or bearing debilitating scars. The horrible
effects of gas attacks, artillery bombardment, flamethrowers,
and modern weaponry were daily on display. Many could
not return to work and became a burden on their wives and
families. Everywhere are painful reminders of the sheer

savagery of the war.

A\ / hile paranoia and thoughts of persecution
commonly tax the weakened psyche of men

recently returned from war, less studied are the
night terrors relating to invasion, more particularly
invasion from another world or dimension. Recent

‘research undertaken by Anderson, Billings & Lake
suggests a surprisingly large population of soldiers

| experience nightmares or lucid dreams relating

~ to ‘the opening of portals or doors’ and horrible

~ things issuing forth from dimensions or lands

- unknown. ;
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— A Catalogue Of Mental Traumas, Carlton Press, 1929

British-born investigators may have served in the Great War
themselves or supported the war effort to a greater or lesser
degree. All investigators — British or foreign — working or
visiting London will invariably find themselves interacting
with war veterans (most men over the age of 25). Of these
NPCs, a small percentage (perhaps 5%) will display signs
of injury: scars, a limp, or possibly even body parts entirely
missing. Many more will not show outward signs, but will be
scarred psychologically or emotionally.

It is up to the Keeper to decide just how often a scarred
veteran of the war appears within scenarios and campaigns,
but serving in the trenches was a common experience shared
by far too many.




ECONOMIC COSTS

The Great War had a very serious economic cost for Britain
but not to the crippling point that would be experienced with
the Second World War. The British economy was incredibly
powerful before the war: it was the largest investor in overseas
trade in the world previous to 1914. By 1918, however, it was
seriously in debt; at one point interest payments on this debt
alone took up over 40% of government expenditure.

The effect of this was a sharp rise in inflation but this reached
a peak in 1920 and then steadily fell throughout the decade.
Although Britain suffered economically in the short term (as
witnessed by a sharp plunge in the value of the pound), it
quickly recovered and by 1928 the economy had stabilised.

There had been some profound material losses — for example,
as much as 40% of all British shipping had been sunk by
German naval and U-boat attacks — but much of this had

| = RS (O ID O ITFTHE 19205

been replaced by as early as 1918. So, whilst there had been
damage to the British economy, it had rebounded with relative
strength.

This leads many to wonder why there were so many
unemployed workers in the 1920s. In fact, unemployment
at the time often resulted from government intervention
and mismanagement of market forces. For example, as part
of their reparations to Britain and her allies, Germany had
to supply coal for free. The concomitant devaluation of coal
caused a massive depression in the British coal industry and
was one of the contributing factors in the series of coal miners
strikes of the early 1920s, culminating in the General Strike
of 1926. During the 1920s, economic hardship as a result of
unemployment is a common experience for many in London
outside of the upper classes. Tramps, thieves, and other down-
and-out NPCs will never be too far away as investigators walk
London’s streets.

il
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SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS

The very psychology of Britons was profoundly affected by

the Great War, demonstrably changing the society they lived
in. The biggest positive change was in the role of women.
The campaign for female suffrage had been a massive cause
of debate and even violence for the 50 years prior to the
outbreak of hostilities. Bills to parliament as early as 1865,
marches with thousands of women through the streets of
London and growing women’s organisations fighting for the
right for women to vote had all failed to reach their goals.
By 1905, the tactics of these women had grown increasingly
radical and violent.

By 1914, the suffragettes were a powerful force in British
domestic debates. At the outbreak of war, however, they

agreed to halt their protests for the duration of the war as a
mark of solidarity and, in 1918, the government issued the
first limited rights for women to vote. For most of the 1920s,
only a minority of female Londoners were able to vote: they
had to be over the age of 30, own a property of their own
or be married to someone who owned a house, or have a
university degree. It was not until 1928, after much more —
and considerably more polite — campaigning that all women
in Britain received the right to vote as equals to men.

f CHANGING LONDON

The Great War greatly affected and influenced Britain and
London’s artistic community. A whole generation of writers,
poets, painters and historians arose who portrayed the

Sometime in the first decade of the 20th century, “a chap
called Barrington” gave a demonstration of “Baritsu, or the
Japanese system of wrestling” (Oxford University Sherlock
Holmes Society, 1984) at Oxford University. ‘Barrington’ was
actually Edward Barton-Wright, an English engineer who
had lived in Japan for three years and learned Ju-jitsu whilst
there. Upon his return in England in 1898 he had combined
this with stick fighting and Savate to created a fighting style
that he called Bartitsu and started running classes.

The classes proved popular in a small way (Conan Doyle
heard about it and made Holmes an aficionado of the style
in The Adventure of the Empty Room in 1903), especially
with the more modern woman. Ju-jitsu’s focus upon self-
defence and using the weight of a heavier opponent against
them appealed to women who wanted feel safer walking
the sometimes dangerous streets of London. This appeal
to a female audience had unexpected results.

The rise of the Suffragette movement in the first decade
of the 20th century was marked by civil disorder and
commotion as the movement adopted a confrontational
strategy. Suffragette meetings and speeches would often
be broken up by the police, and this resulted in group of
thirty women trained in Bartitsu forming themselves into

The Bodyguard

“The Bodyguard” — an organisation devoted to protecting
the Pankhursts and other Suffragette leaders. When police
tried to break up rallies and arrest senior members of the
movement, their efforts were severely hindered by a group
of smartly dressed women trained in the martial arts.

As the Suffragette movement abandoned confrontation
during the war and worked peacefully towards its goals
afterwards, The Bodyguard were no longer needed.
However, the former members, often respectable-looking
middle-class women, are still about during the 1920s,
and a mugger looking for an easy mark might receive an
unexpected and painful shock from an underestimated

victim.

Garrud, Edith, 1872-1971

An early devotee of Bartitsu, Edith began running classes
for women and children in London in 1908, including
classes specifically for suffragettes. In 1913 she became
the trainer of The Bodyguard and began classes in secret
locations. Although the group disbanded in 1919, Edith
continued running Ju-jitsu and Bartitsu classes for women
in London until 1925. She is also notable for being the star
of the first martial arts film shot in England, “Jui-jitsu
downs the footpads”, in 1908.
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terrible realities of war, highlighting the appalling waste of
life and reacting against the folly of the old social order. This
characterisation was not wholeheartedly accepted. Many
soldiers writing from the trenches or who survived the war
saw it as just and necessary, and there were genuine tensions
between this old guard and the radical new artistic voices.

As time passed, an understanding of the sheer scale of death
and more honest reporting of the horrors involved caused
popular opinion to change, but most would still see the war as
having been a necessary evil for many years afterwards.

This view of the war did not stop many — particularly among
the lower and middle classes — from questioning the existing
social order. Although the Great War was not the only catalyst
for social change, the social divisions that resulted from both
the war and the subsequent economic difficulties put strains
on the old class system that had not existed before. London
in the 1920s was at the centre of many of these strains and
the changes they brought about: as a city it embraced new
ideas, new political and religious beliefs, new fashions, new
technologies and entertainments at a heady pace.

Post-war London is characterised by rapid socio-political and
technological change, and the speed of change frightened
as many as it excited: many feared changes to the old ways
and reacted against them. At least as many people resisted
innovation and change as embraced it.

1920s London is thus a setting of great change and makes the
city such an intoxicating place to investigate. Social upheaval
and the rapid spread of new ideas contribute to a febrile
atmosphere where cultists can target gaps in social structures
and individual beliefs, gaining footholds among the working
and middle classes and the upper classes as well. Experimental
ideas and new technologies ironically provide a fertile bed for
the growth of ancient sorcery and the machinations of Elder
Gods.

Throughout the 1920s, this creative mix of old and new allows
for excitement, adventure, mystery, and terror in almost equal
measure. It seems virtually anything is possible in London.

- CAPITAL OF EMPIRE -

“This great achievement reveals to us the
whole Empire in little, containing within its
grounds a vivid model of the architecture, art,
and industry of all the races which come under
the British Flag.”

— King George V, 23rd April, 1924

In the 1920s, London was the capital of the largest empire in
human history. The British Empire stretched from the blue
waters of the Pacific, across the Americas, included much of
Africa, much of the Middle East, India and parts of China and
Indochina, before ending with Australia and New Zealand.

In many ways the 1920s saw the true height of the British
Empire, and while in the modern age it is fashionable to see
it as beginning a slow decline, few in Britain saw it that way
at the time. The Empire was strong and wealthy, and thanks
to victory in the war its power was absolute. The Empire
faced challenges and had issues to deal with, but these were
perceived as merely temporary setbacks. Only as the decade
crept forward did this perception change as the Empire was
beset by problems, as difficulties created by the loss of an
entire generation of young men made the administration and
control of increasingly fractious colonies from a central power
harder and harder.

f CHANGING WORLD

In the aftermath of the Great War much had changed. The
confidence in European power structures, largely aristocratic
in nature, had been badly damaged by the Great War, creating
an uncertain political future. Within Britain the belief that the
British Empire held the right to rule and civilise the entire
world was shaken, whilst at the same time socialist ideas
gained in popularity as the lower classes demanded a greater
share in the fruits of victory.

Much as the war brought about a split in the Empire, the
social fragmentation at home led to conflict. The after-effects
of huge losses of life brought to light the difference in interests
and attitudes between the young and old, between those new

to power and those firmly established. This generational
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divide could even be seen amongst the British royalty, where

the King and his son, the Prince of Wales, became emblems
for the different groups.

An up-and-coming and largely young, cynical and hedonistic
‘flapper’ generation, whom the elders saw as frivolous and
wasteful, admired the Prince of Wales, whom they perceived
as a fashionable, worldly wise and rather dashing role model.
The older pre-war generations, on the other hand, were often
more stoical and determined, possessed of an air of dogged
determination to do their duty, and for them King George V
was an exemplar: a hard-working, straightforward man happy
with his stamp collection and his very proper and formal
wife (his long-time mistress, Mrs Keppel, was not common
knowledge).

AN IMPERIAL SPECTACLE:
THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION

As the decade began, the sense of unity that had once seen
cheering crowds line the streets at the news of some victory
in some far-flung corner of the Empire 30 years earlier was
replaced with a growing conflict on social and political fronts.
London needed something to unite it once more, something
to prevent what some saw as a growing disintegration of the
old public order. The decision was made to hold a massive
celebration of Empire and to bring London together as the
re-invigorated centre of the world.

The British Empire Exhibition was conceived from the
first as a means of reminding all Britons of just how great
the nation and its territories were. In size and scope, this
Imperial Exhibition would try to replicate the grandiose and
spectacular Great Exhibition of 1851 held in Crystal Palace
— it would be something that would stand as a beacon for a

new era.

It was decided to build the Exhibition from scratch on a green
field site to the north of London, and that not only would
it be a showcase for goods and produce from throughout
the Empire, but hopefully increase sales to and from Great
Britain. The plans were ambitious: a huge swimming pool, a
working recreation of a Great War battlefield, and the world’s
first bus station were all included in the designs. The building
of the Empire exhibition began early in 1922 and the first

part to be completed was the massive white Empire Stadium

surmounted by two domed concrete and steel towers. The
Empire Stadium was finished in 1923 and immediately
recognised as the best sports venue in the city.

Meanwhile the rest of the exhibition grounds slowly began to
take shape around the stadium. Hundreds of buildings were
constructed alongside a full-sized amusement park filled with
the latest entertainments, lights and music, and an ornamental
lake and a separate full reservoir over which a full replica of
Old London Bridge was constructed. Architecturally one of
the highlights of the Exhibition was on its focus on modern
and ‘new’ building methods. Cast in the exciting new material
‘concrete’, the Exhibition buildings and structures stood out
against the traditional buildings of London, making it even
more of a striking spectacle.

fLL THE WORLD IN ONE PLACE

At the heart of the British Empire Exhibition were a series
of ‘native’ buildings and locations meant to represent
distinct parts of the Empire itself. These ranged from a small
reproduction of the walled city of Zaria in Nigeria to a street
of traditional Chinese shops based on one in Hong Kong. The
East African section had a white-walled building (remarkably
like, but not called, a mosque), while one of the great gates
of Mandalay was recreated in teak at the Burmese exhibit.
British locations were represented in their full glory as well,
including a fully working model of a Welsh coal mine.

The Imperial and Commonwealth nations used the exhibition
to sell goods of their own: the Australians, advertising their
agricultural prowess, sold over 6 million apples from their
pavilion and the Canadians created a life-size replica of the
Prince of Wales made entirely out of butter and kept in a
refrigerated room. Still odder and more fantastic creations
were seen by the public as the diversity, and often peculiarity,
of the British Empire was brought to life. Artefacts and items
stranger still made their way into Britain on the back of the
exhibition, and many never left.

When finally the Exhibition was ready to open in 1925, the
whole project was riddled with debt and was being paid for
on promises and hopes it would return a healthy profit. The
opening ceremony was broadcast live on BBC radio worldwide
and was the first time the people of the Empire heard their
monarch’s voice over the radio. The weather on the opening



day was miserable and wet, but the King carried on as though
it were a sunny day and Sir Edward Elgar conducted a
3000-strong choir throughout the ceremonies.

RARE ARTEFACT
STOLEN FROM EXHIBITION

LONDON — Police were called to Crystal Palace on
Thursday night to investigate the theft of a peculiar |
African artefact from the Kenyan exhibition. The artefact,
said to be a statuette of a lesser known pagan deity, was 1
one of fifty such statuettes brought to the exhibition
from Nairobi. Why the particular statuette was singled
out remains a mystery, but the Kenyan delegates have
expressed great concern and are currently working with
Police to ensure that the artefact is safely returned.

Transport around the site was provided by small railways,
including the unique ‘never-stop’ clockwork railway. Visitors
were treated to a full Canadian Rodeo (which was attacked by
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and
ultimately ended up in court) and many other entertainments.
They could see a huge three-part ‘Pageant of the Empire’
show, which celebrated not just historical events from British
history but from many of the colonial nations. They could
even have a go on an artificial Toboggan Ice Slide.

Despite its odd mixture of traditional British and exotic
colonial elements — all cast in concrete — the Exhibition
became a vast success. For two years running it was the most
visited attraction in London.

THE CENTRE OFf EMPIRE

Throughout the 1920s, London continued to see itself as the
centre of the world. Technology helped greatly to reinvigorate
the Empire as wireless transmissions and phonographic
recordings carried the voices of the King and other civic
leaders across the Empire, reaffirming the bond between
Great Britain and her colonies. The growth of air travel

allowed even the remotest colonies to feel linked to Britain

in a way not experienced before. On a darker note, flight and
other military technologies kept British interests protected
against uprisings and revolt.

Much of London’s strength throughout the 1920s comes from
its position as the centre of Empire. For London scenarios,
the fact that the city is the locus of Imperial trade and power
can be used very effectively. Examples of all the world’s goods
and peoples pass through the city, making it an excellent
location for intrigue and conflict. That sense of being at the
centre of things is crucial for those establishing a campaign
within London. Events and decisions here can have an impact
across the globe and clues encountered in London locations
can take players to the very ends of the earth.

A chance meeting in a dark street in the East End may lead
to the savannahs of Kenya, the frozen Canadian wastes, lost
temples near the headwaters of the Indus, or some remote
rocks in the heart of the Australian outback.

FOR THE IMAGINATIVE KEEPER

For the Call of Cthulhu Keeper, London during the 1920s is
a fantastic resource. It is perfectly reasonable that peculiar,
occult or unusual objects from anywhere in the world might
be found here, the result of a century of exploration and
conquest. People from every culture have their own enclaves
and have brought with them religions new, old and pre-
human. Those who lust for power or knowledge might easily
be found in London as well.

Decisions made alongside the Thames reverberate around
the globe and cultists who seek power in the real world are
likely to find that their path leads them to London. Political,
economic and military power all start here and their rewards
— and those who would benefit from them — will be found
in the clubs, meeting rooms, mansions and palaces of the
greatest city on earth.

~ LOonpon In THE 19209
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* BRITAIN IN THE TWENTIES -

f DECADE OF GROWING
TENSION

To the investigator from America or some other foreign nation,
there are times when London seems almost at war with itself.
The city, especially during the first half of the decade, seethes
with barely contained tensions. If the characters come from
London, or anywhere in Britain, they would recognise the
causes of this growing socio-political tension instantly.

London in the 1920s is the principal stage of an ongoing

melodrama of social change and class-based division between
its citizens. Disparity between the social classes and the
impact of immigrants and foreigners on London were the

two most significant tensions to impact the city throughout
the decade. The widening divide between the working and
upper classes introduced the most dramatic action to be seen
in London, especially between 1923 and 1926, and presents
Keepers with an anxiety-driven atmosphere in the city that
would not be replicated again in the 20th century.

NATIONAL DISCONTENT

The whole of Britain would be touched by the unease and
anger that accompanied a number of clashes between the
classes beginning in 1920. In London itself the effects of this
disquiet and aggression would be felt most keenly. In October
1920 a national miners’ strike began which had an immediate
and dramatic impact on the capital: during the strike, all
non-essential lighting in London was shut off to save power.
The bright lights of the West End went out and the streets
of London grew dark; no doubt creating untold opportunities
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for cultists and their inhuman masters, opportunities that
enterprising Keepers might well take advantage of.

The effect of the coal miners’ strike was strengthened by the
actions of the 25,000 members of the London Commercial
Transport Union, who agreed to join the strike in support of
the miners. In days to follow, London’s dock workers would
also join the effort. The breakdown in shipping and transport
led to widespread rationing — sugar became a highly prized
commodity on the London black market. Hyde Park in the
west of the city and Woodford Green in East London become
emergency depots to allow for transport of food and milk into
the city, all overseen by the police and the army. The strike
went on until June 1922.

Throughout the two-year term of the strike tempers flared.
London’s white-collar middle class bore the brunt of the
effects brought on by the strike and they became resentful of
the working class. Across Britain unemployment soared to 2.2
million and many Londoners withdrew their support from
the Labour party (the ‘worker’s party’) in local elections. The
upper class, though it did not suffer so keenly as the middle
or lower classes, expressed its anger in the halls of power and
in the gentlemen’s clubs. Even after the end of the strike, a

simmering sense of social injustice lingered.

UNIONS AND COMMUNISM

Less than a year later, in 1923, London was struck by
another huge dock strike, again leading to shortages of food
and luxuries in the shops. A week-long national rail strike
followed later that year and residents saw the beginning
of a painful trend. Throughout 1924 another series of dock
strikes — the longest lasting six weeks — brought about more
shortages and discomfort. Increasingly government and local
authorities blamed the unrest on communists, suggesting that
the agitation of the dock workers was being orchestrated and
driven by communist radical provocateurs. These were not
just idle comments and the government took the communist
threat seriously.

Evidence was produced of Russian Bolshevik links with both
the Irish Nationalists in Sinn Feinn and the Daily Herald,
Britain’s leading left-leaning newspaper. The Police raided
the headquarters of the British Communist Party in London
in 1924 and arrested several members for subversion.

The political tide later turned. The strong reaction against
the Labour party in the 1921 local elections reversed and, in
the 1925 London local elections, Labour took the majority
of votes and became the most powerful party in the city.
Politically London swung strongly and decisively to the left,
to the dismay of many upper and middle class residents.

THE GENERAL STRIKE

The year 1926 saw the pressure between London’s working
class and middle and upper classes reach its zenith. The
Trade Union Congress (TUC), again in support of a miner’s
strike, called a ‘General Strike’. All across London the city’s
machinery fell silent as its workers put down their tools and
took to the streets. On 4th May, 1926, the whole city came to
a standstill.

Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin, backed by prominent
like Churchill and Neville
Chamberlain, took an unprecedented hard line against the

Conservatives Winston
striking workers. He ordered troops to be deployed across
London in the event that the strikers should become violent.
Armoured vehicles mounted with machine guns patrolled
central London and the East End, and soldiers were stationed
around the docks. The newly formed BBC carried calming
messages from the Prime Minister, but it was clear that the
government possessed a ruthless determination to resist
being held hostage by the workers.

A call went out for volunteers to help staff essential services
such as making the trains run, delivering food to shops, and
unloading the docks. Army soldiers were put in place to deal
with any strikers who sought to interfere with these ‘Non-
Union Temporary Workers’. With the newspapers effectively
shut down, Winston Churchill personally took editorial control
of an emergency newspaper entitled The British Gazette.

The call for volunteers brought London’s middle class together:
stock brokers, barristers, accountants, students, doctors and
many other white collar workers adopted blue collar jobs,
driving trains and buses, unloading ships and keeping essential

services running.

This united response led the TUC to cancel the strike on 12th
May, 1926. The hostility registered against the strike action in

many ways signified the end of large scale class agitation in the
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1920s. The last major actions of the political left in London in

the twenties culminated in a series of violent clashes between
Fascists and Communists in the normally sedate Hyde Park
in June 1927.

Investigators in 1920s London are continually judged
according to their class. Though class distinctions would be
verbalised less often than in the more rigid Victorian era,

judgements would take the form of silent decisions and
unspoken rules. A male investigator dressed in anything but
a well-tailored suit, or a female investigator wearing anything
other than a finely made dress, walking into the Ritz Hotel
would draw considerable attention and elicit stares and
whispers from the upper class clientéele. Similarly, a group of
ladies and gentlemen strolling on the London docks would
garner smirks and curses from surly, lower-class dockers.

perhaps more naive than they should be.

British Fascism

The British Fascist movement was established in the late twenties and early thirties, mostly under the charismatic
leadership of Oswald Mosley (6th Baronet of Ancoats). A popular movement originally based on the model of Italian
Fascism rather than the greater extremes of Nazism, it called for a totalitarian government to be appointed rather than
elected, and was enthusiastically supported by the Daily Mail newspaper At its height in 1933 the British Union of
Fascists had 50,000 members, and was a visible and vigorous part of the national debate.

By 1934 the movement was moving towards more fanatical views, including anti-Semitism, its actions were becoming
more extreme and its membership was dropping. Its paramilitary wing, the ‘blackshirts’, were responsible for violent
affrays with Jewish and communist groups (who, to be fair, had tried on several occasions to disrupt BUF meetings.)
Things came to a head with the Battle of Cable Street: the BUF attempted to march through a Jewish area of the East
End of London; 100,000 anti-fascist demonstrators turned out to repulse them, building roadblocks and barricades.
6000 police attempted to clear the route of the march, to allow 3000 BUF members in blackshirts to march. Mosley
eventually agreed to cancel the demonstration: there had been 150 arrests and 175 injuries. Two days later Mosley flew
to Germany, where he married his mistress Diana Guinness in the presence of Hitler and Goebbels.

Cable Street led to the passing of the 1936 Public Order Act, banning paramilitary organisations. Eventually the BUF
became a proscribed organisation in 1940, and 740 members, including Mosley, were interned for the rest of WWIL.

One other senior member of the British Union of Fascists is worth noting: Major-General J. F. C. Fuller, one of Mosley’s
closest allies, an enthusiastic supporter of Hitler, and a member of Aleister Crowley’s inner circle, the mystical A.". A.".
By the 1930s he had drifted away from Crowley’s brand of occultism though he remained highly interested in the
subject. One has to wonder what new dark forces he had found to follow, and how closely he tried to align them with
the BUF, as Rudolph Hess was doing with the Nazi party in Germany at the same time.

The British Union of Fascists is a briefly powerful and popular political force, and at least some of its senior members
are involved with dark forces. As the power of a cult-like group wanes it becomes increasingly desperate to find anything
that will let it retain its status and influence, and would be an ideal target for another group seeking initiates who are

The BUF was associated with violent incidents, targeting the businesses and homes of its adversaries, and so it is an
ideal scapegoat if someone is looking to blame burglary, arson, violence or even murder on a very visible target. And
skirmishes in the street between the BUF and its natural enemies can be used as useful distractions, obstacles or cover
by a Keeper who needs to block a street or summon a few hundred policemen in a hurry.
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Ultimately how much resentment or tension is on display
in London is up to the Keeper. Certainly the socio-political
tensions of the time can provide a colourful backdrop to the
action or Keepers might want to bring them front-stage and
make them a central part of London-based scenarios and
campaigns.

REACTIONS AGRINST FOREIGNERS
AND IMMIGRANTS

A second area where tensions ran high in London was the
reaction to foreigners and immigrants within the city. Foreign
investigators will inevitably encounter a degree of prejudice
towards them. Typical reactions against immigrants and
foreigners will range from quiet condescension to sneering
and even threats of violence, varying from one circumstance to
another. While Londoners are easily the most cosmopolitan of
the British citizenry, this does not stop some reacting strongly
to outsiders generally and to some nationalities particularly.
American investigators, for example, might encounter NPCs
who sneer upon hearing their accent.

The 1920s sees an increasing American influence on the
British way of life, but not everyone in Britain was happy
with the influx of American culture and ideas. Thus, a petty
hostility towards Americans lingered throughout the decade,
particularly amongst older Britons and the wealthy upper
class. Canadians, Australians, and New Zealanders face
less prejudice as they are, at least, part of the Empire, but
even Commonwealth investigators might still face some
antagonism and often be disparaged as ‘colonials’.

Depending on their country of origin, Europeans may be
valued for the commerce they bring into London, simply
tolerated, or openly antagonised. This is particularly true
for German visitors or investigators. The scars of the Great
War cut deep and curses and random comments such as “I
lost good mates in the war!” might be directed pointedly at
German investigators who make trouble in London streets.
The majority of Londoners, however, will avoid confrontation
with foreigners and immigrants, provided they don’t get too
‘bolshie’ (by upsetting the status quo) or openly offensive.

London, for all its experience with colonial and foreign

immigrants, was often remarkably reactionary towards them.

In May 1920, for example, London County Council banned

all foreigners from holding any council job. The justification
given was that, in the face of high unemployment, British
jobs should go to British workers. It was a highly popular
move at the time and widely celebrated across the city,
though obviously not among London immigrants. Of all the
immigrant groups, the Irish had perhaps the toughest time in
London throughout the decade.

Visible Minorities

Visible minorities in 1920s London — non-Caucasians
or non-whites — were easy targets for antagonists.
Africans, Asians and those from the Middle East were
unable to hide among the populace in the way that
Europeans or Americans might, and they often suffered
the worst prejudice outside their own communities.
The legacy of the 1905 Aliens Act meant that
immigrants were seen as the primary cause of growing
unemployment and deteriorating working conditions.
Vocal attacks against immigrants were often led by the
ruling elite and upper class but anti-foreigner and anti-
Semitic feeling cut across class. Discrimination and
harassment, sometimes severe, were a part of daily life
for these visible minorities and would continue to be
for decades to follow.

Ireland’s struggle for independence provides a violent
backdrop to the 1920s with Anglo-Irish relations being
strained worldwide as a result. The massive Irish community
of London was, on the whole, trying to keep out of any trouble.
Most London-based Irish men and women had come over
to England to look for work and a better life, and distanced
themselves from the fighting in Dublin. Inevitably, however,
some conflict between Irish and British national groups did
arise. In 1920, as the Irish War of Independence grew in
savagery and violence and the British armed forces declared
martial law in Dublin, Irish agitators could be found in pubs
and bars around London, giving impassioned speeches to
impressionable young men and women.

These were not the Irish-themed pubs found round the world
in modern times, but often rundown community centres,
where Irish labourers, dockers, and their families would
congregate to have a drink away from the open anti-Irish




prejudice on London’s streets. The depth of feeling on both
sides of the fence would not change greatly as the decade wore
on. Throughout the 1920s, it was not an uncommon sight to
see signs in London restaurants and guest houses stating that
“No Unemployed — No Dogs — No Irish” were allowed within.
Tensions heated up several times throughout the 1920s as the
Irish Republican Army (IRA) carried out a series of attacks in
London, targeting the relatives of men serving in the Royal
Irish Constabulary.

It is important to note that ignorance and prejudice are not
limited to any particular class or group. Poor and rich alike
often revelled in bigotry and the London public fractured

into different social and political tribes. Investigators are
just as likely to encounter working class xenophobes and
aristocratic snobs. Ultimately, the extent to which Keepers
wish to introduce social and political tensions into their
scenarios and campaigns is entirely up to them. Handled
with sensitivity and put in context, accurate description of the
prejudice suffered by foreigners and immigrants in London
can help to darken or add gravitas to adventures, or can link
to or provide motivation for allies or enemies.

Alternatively, the growing tensions throughout the 1920s
can be related as part of a complex tapestry of attitudes and

circumstances informing the action.

Using London Tensions as a Backdrop

London’s social divisions and the resulting tension allows Keepers an opportunity to play off the socio-political strife of

the 1920s. In essence, London itself can become a character in your scenarios and campaigns. The relationship between

the investigators and the city is likely to change, shift, and develop: London and its ever-growing cast of characters is

never static.

London is busy and vibrant and filled with NPCs, groups, and whole communities who influence and bring about social

and political change. This tide of change and influence is difficult to predict and investigators might find themselves

aided or hindered by popular sentiment and shifting cultures. Keepers wanting to reflect this volatile atmosphere might

consider introducing modifiers to investigator’s Credit Rating or social skills (such as Fast Talk or Persuade).

Depending on variables such as the investigator’s background, differences in social class, and the area of London or

particular context, Keepers might consider boosting or reducing social skills by +/-5%, respectively. If circumstances

fit, Keepers might choose to alter a character’s Credit Rating by as much as +/- 20-25%. For example, a toff or aristocrat

might have a hard time bringing an unfriendly East End publican round to his way of thinking, suffering a hefty penalty

to Persuade. Taking the same argument to a gentlemen’s club, the same aristocrat might have his score raised by

playing off his solidarity with his upper class chums.
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around the city. The strike ends in June, much to everyone’s

1920

1920 saw the city continuing to deal with the aftermath of the
Great War. Several important war memorials are built this
year, including the Cenotaph, the statue of British nurse Edith
Cavell (executed by the Germans in 1915 for helping prisoners
of war escape). The Imperial War Museum is opened at Crystal
Palace until a permanent home could be found for it.

The first outpatient clinic dealing in psychopathology opens in
Malet Street near Tavistock Square. London watches with some
interest as the nations of the world come to St James’ Palace
to form the League of Nations (a headquarters was set up in
Geneva, although the United States declined to be involved)
while at the same time the London County Council bans any
“foreigner” holding any council job.

In July a British love of airplanes grows when a thrilling aerial
derby is held over the streets of London.

In August the first ever night buses are introduced- allowing
revellers an alternative to taking a cab after a night on the town.
London’s riotous nightlife contrasts very clearly with America’s,
which introduced prohibition this same year (as well as electing
Warren G Harding as the 29th President of the United States).

In October a national miners’ strike begins, creating fears of power
cuts and food shortages. London’s parks become emergency
depots to allow the ferrying of food and milk into the city.

In March 800 ex-soldiers had been sent to Ireland to keep
the peace (known as the ‘Black and Tans’, many suffered from
psychological disorders after fighting in the trenches during the
war and they actually made the situation worse), but terrorist
killings continued unabated and in December martial law was
declared in Ireland.

1921

The miners’ strike that bedevilled the country in 1920
continued into this year. By April, coal was being rationed and

special provisions were introduced to ensure food was supplied

relief, although British unemployment reaches 2 million.

1921 is an exceptionally warm and dry year; on 25th June it rains
for the first time in 100 days.

The city sees the opening of the massive King George V docks,
which are big enough to take the Mauritania. These are the last
big docks built in London itself.

London policemen begin patrolling the streets on motorcycles
for the first time.

The city is shocked when, in May, Irish nationalists carried out a
series of attacks across the city, shooting, stabbing and beating
up people who were related to men serving in the Royal Ulster
Constabulary back in Ireland. Later that year an agreement is
signed by Eamon de Valera, the leader of Sinn Féin, to create
the Irish Free State with Dominion status.

London goes celebrity crazy when Charlie Chaplin returns
to the city of his birth. His arrival causes massive crowds in
Waterloo station and around his hotel in Piccadilly. London
sees the birth of ‘Cricklewood’, its own film production area,
as the Stoll Film Studios opens. The city, along with the rest of
the world, falls in love with Rudolf Valentino starring in The
Sheikh.

Rumours of miraculous powers follows Gandhi as he campaigns
against the British in India.

1921

The start of 1922 sees a vicious influenza epidemic hit London;
in January alone the death toll was running at 800 a week. This
ends by late spring and once again London is baking in record
heat throughout the summer.

Troubles with Irish terrorists continues unabated, with Field
Marshal Sir Henry Wilson, Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
gunned down by the IRA in Eaton Square on 22nd June.
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The Liberal-Tory alliance that had ruled Britain falls and the
once-popular David Lloyd George is deposed as Prime Minister.
A November general election sees the Conservative Party win,
with the Canadian-born Andrew Bonar Law becoming Prime
Minister and the Liberal Party reduced to a rump. For the first
time the left-wing Labour Party takes up the role as the main
party of opposition.

In Ireland, the Irish Free State begins under President Arthur
Griffith but political divides proved insurmountable and by
August Ireland had degenerated into civil war, with Nationalist
leader Michael Collins shot on 22nd August.

1922 sees London’s first ever telephone exchange built and British
Broadcasting Company (BBC) is formed, which begins regular
6pm radio news broadcasts to the nation from the 14th November.

The British Automobile Association passes 160,000 members,
as the motor car continues to rise in popularity.

In literature, the poet TS Eliot publishes the seminal poem The
Waste Land in the Criterion magazine, while in Paris Irish
writer James Joyce publishes Ulysses (which is banned for its
obscene language in both Britain and America).

Lastly, 1922 is a year remembered for a fascination with all
things Egyptian. The adventures of British archaeologist
Howard Carter and his discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen
grabs the public interest like little else. Over the next few years
his discoveries excite and enthral the British public.

1923

As part of the complex that was to host the British Empire
Festival in 1925, Wembley Stadium is completed.

The BBC expands its broadcasts with new shows such as
Women’s Hour.

London is rocked by a seven week-long dock strike (leading to
produce rotting on the docks and violence as strike-breakers
tried to move it).

Tory Prime Minister Bonar Law resigns after he was diagnosed
with cancer. Stanley Baldwin, the new Prime Minister, calls a
snap election in November which sees the Tories fail to win a
majority. A Liberal-Labour alliance sees the left-wing Labour

party take power in Britain only 24 years after it was formed.

British society is thrilled by the engagement and wedding of
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (later HRH Elizabeth the Queen Mother)
and the Duke of York (later King George VI). A whirlwind
romance, the engagement was announced in January and the
wedding takes place in April.

1924

1924 sees the opening of the British Empire exhibition, the
largest celebration of Empire ever seen in British history. 56
nations of the Empire takes part at an immense site in Wembley.

Woolworths opened their flagship store in Oxford Street.

In early January there is an 8-day rail strike, while in February a
dockers strike closes all the ports in Britain, including London.

Trials of covered-top buses take place in London and are
extremely popular. In March four small air companies merged
to form Britain’s first airline, Imperial Airways, based at
Croydon airport.

The BBC broadcasts the first radio programmes for schools and
children’s education.

People worldwide followed gripping accounts of Howard Carter
lifting the lid of Tutankhamen’s sarcophagus.

The Labour government of Ramsey MacDonald falls after 11
months and another general election is called. The Conservatives
are returned to power under Baldwin (who appoints Winston
Churchill as Chancellor of the Exchequer).

In July at the Paris Olympic Games Britain is thrilled as Harold
Abrahams and Eric Liddell win gold in the 100 and 400 metres
respectively (events later immortalised in the film Chariots of
Fire).

E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India is published to critical and
commercial success.

1925

The first part of the Great West Road is opened by the King,
opening up areas in Chiswick and Hounslow for new factories.

An eclipse of the sun over London in January is missed due to
heavy clouds.
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In May, the second season of the British Empire exhibition
opens in Wembley.

Members of Parliament votes to make Daylight Saving
permanent (leading to the clocks going back an hour in October
and forward an hour in March).

The BBC surpasses 10 million listeners.

1925 is remembered for a scorching summer heatwave, the
huge impact the new American dance craze “the Charleston”
hasin the clubs and dance halls, and Howard Carter’s continued
discoveries in Tutankhamen’s tomb. The fascination with
the past continues to grow this year with the discovery of the
Roman ruins at Jemila, Algeria (described by the Illustrated
London News as an “African Pompeii”), while Leakey’s British
Museum Expedition to Tanganyika, which had set out to obtain
the bones of a Gigantosaurus, also generates exciting headlines.

While the rest of Britain swings to the right politically, London
goes the other way and the Labour Party dominated local
council elections. A six week-long dock workers’ strike erupts
in August and the police raid the HQ of the British Communist
Party arresting several members for subversion. Eventually
three leading members of the Communist Party, Thomas Bell,
Ernest Cant and Willie Gallacher, are charged at Bow Street
under the Incitement to Mutiny act of 1797.

PG Wodehouse’s second novel about Bertie Wooster, Carry on
Jeeves, is published.

A growing number of people migrate from Britain to the
Dominions of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South
Africa in search of work and a better life.

Malcolm Campbell breaks the world land speed record in his
car Bluebird, travelling at over 146 miles per hour.

1926

The 500,000th telephone is installed in Britain. To make sure
the story got publicity it is installed in the Press Gallery of the
House of Commons.

John Logie Baird, a Scottish electrical engineer, demonstrates
a new device called television to an informal gathering of the
Royal Institution.

The last horse auction in central London is held as Aldrige’s
Horse Repository, in Upper St Martins Lane, closed.

On oth February after 18 days of continuous rainfall, serious
flooding takes place in the suburbs of London. Hundreds of
houses are flooded out by the high waters of the Thames.




In March Alan Cobham was greeted by a huge crowd at
Croydon airport after he returns from flying all the way to Cape
Town and back again.

Possibly the most important single event in 1926 was the calling
of the first ever general strike on 4th May. Prime Minister
Baldwin, backed by Churchill and Chamberlain, takes a hard line
against the unions. Troops are deployed across London to keep
the peace. Armoured vehicles patrolled the streets and soldiers
deployed to the docks. The strike is called off after nine days.

In August, London’s first traffic lights are installed at Piccadilly
Circus. August also sees the England cricket team regain the
Ashes against Australia at the Oval after a gap of 14 years to
scenes of wild celebration.

The Northern Line extension from Clapham Common to
Morden opened; this included the worlds longest tunnel.

On October 1st Alan Cobham lands his sea plane outside
Westminster to complete his record 28,000 mile round trip to
Australia and back. The year ends with the exciting news that
Imperial Airways is to begin the first service from Croydon to
India in the new year.

The Duchess of York gives birth to her first child, Elizabeth
(later Queen Elizabeth II).

Londoner T.E. Lawrence (better known as Lawrence of Arabia)
publishes his account of the liberation of Arabia, The Seven
Pillars of Wisdom, for private circulation only.

1927

A grand refurbishment of Regent Street was finished and is
opened in June by the King and Queen with massive crowds
in attendance.

London, already addicted to brave pilots due to the adventures
of Alan Cobham, goes wild when Charles Lindbergh flies into
Croydon airport on 29th May after his transatlantic flight
(after having visited Paris and Brussels). He is mobbed by an
estimated 120,000 people.

A new influenza epidemic hit London- at its height in February
up to 1000 victims a week die from it. Meanwhile strong gales
and floods cause havoc across the city later that month.

The BBC sponsors the Proms concerts under Sir Henry Wood.

In June the city is aghast as violent clashes between fascists
and communists take place in Hyde Park.

London’s nightclubs embrace another new American type of

music: jazz.
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1927 ends as freezing blizzards gives it a White Christmas.

The first scheduled London-Delhi air service starts to much
public excitement. The first talking picture, The Jazz Singer,
starring Al Jolson hits London, and the German silent film
Metropolis presents a dystopian view of the future.

1928

The year begins with an unseasonal surge in temperatures.
A sudden thaw of the winter snow combined with a high tide
results in the Thames bursting its banks and flooding central
London. 14 people are drowned, including four members of
the same family, and hundreds more are made homeless. The
vaults of the palace of Westminster are flooded; the moat of the
tower of London is suddenly full and there is extensive damage
to the Tate Gallery (although the Turner collection is saved).
The bad weather continues in February as strong gales causes
deaths across Britain and serious damage in London.

The London County Council (LCC) embarks on two massive
‘new’ housing projects, huge estates in St Heller and Bacontree.
The Black Cat Factory, London’s largest cigarette making
factory, opened in Mornington Crescent, matched by the fact
that Britain was reported to have the highest rate of smokers
per head of population.

Londoners turns up to cheer as the state-of-the-art steam
train, The Flying Scotsman, set a new record for the London
to Edinburgh trip (clocking over 70 mph) on 1st May. On June
11th, as a publicity stunt The Flying Scotsman races a plane from
London to the Scottish capital, which the train narrowly wins.

On 2nd July the Equal Franchise Act gives all British women
aged 21 or over the vote.

28th September sees Dr Alexander Fleming accidentally
discover penicillin in his lab in St. Mary’s Hospital in London,
although he did not announce the discovery until 1929.

The first £1 and 10 shilling notes begin circulation in Britain.

Construction began on the R100 and R101 airships at Vickers
works in Yorkshire.

The final volume of the Oxford English Dictionary (globally
recognised as the definitive English dictionary) is published,

completing decades of work.

The highly controversial novels The Well of Loneliness by
Radclyffe Hall and Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence
are published, bringing the subjects of lesbianism and extra-
marital sex, respectively, into public awareness in a shocking
and frank manner.

1929

By 1929 Britain had about 1.6 million telephones, roughly 4 for
every 100 people, and the first public telephone boxes (22 of
them) are introduced.

A 5000 mile round trip airmail service opens up from Croydon,
covering India, Egypt, Palestine and Iraq.

The general election in May of this year sees another Liberal-
Labour alliance take power.

In June the first female cabinet minister, Margaret Bondfield,
is appointed.

In July the police seizes a series of paintings by DH Lawrence
from a gallery in Mayfair for being ‘lewd’.

By September the Baird Company agrees to try experimental
television broadcasts across London.

In October the city came to a standstill to gawp at the R101
Airship as it flew over London.

Two books describing the folly of the Great War are published
this year — Robert Graves’ Goodbye to All That and Erich Maria
Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front.

Four days after Black Thursday on Wall Street, the London
Stock Market is hit by a crash causing massive economic
problems. Prime Minister Ramsey MacDonald proposes a £42
million stimulus/public works package to revive the economy.

The storm clouds gathers for the new decade, heralded by
massive storms and hurricane force winds, shaking the city
that December.
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For the international traveller, the only realistic way of getting

to Britain is by ship. Aside from a few short-hop commercial
flights between London Terminal Aerodrome in Croydon and
mainland Europe, international air travel is not available
for most of the 1920s. The first commercial flights to and
from India begin in 1927. Although there were no regularly
scheduled, commercial transatlantic flights during the 1920s,
investigators in a hurry might be able to get themselves on
board one of the occasional Zeppelins that crosses the Atlantic
in the latter part of the decade.

= =

The British Government

Britain is a constitutional monarchy, which means that
the head of state is the monarch (King George V during
the 1920s), who is officially a figurehead. The real
political power is vested in the directly elected House
of Commons, which is both the executive and legislative
branch of government — it makes laws and sees they are
enforced.

There is also the House of Lords, a non-elected body
composed of hereditary and life peers (those with titles)
who act as a check on the power of the Commons.
Legislation proposed by the Commons must be scrutinised
by the Lords and can be amended or rejected before it is
returned to the Commons to be voted into law. The Lords
have no power to create legislation of their own.

The government is formed by the party with a majority
in the Commons, and the Prime Minister (also known
as the First Lord of the Treasury) is usually the leader
of that party. Although members of the House of Lords
may (and often are) appointed to government roles,
Lords are not eligible for election.

Almost all non-natives of Britain are expected to show a valid
passport upon entering the country; additionally, the passport
must bear a current visa (cost 2s) which should be obtained from

the British Embassy, legation or consulate before the journey
commences. The only exemptions to this rule are French,
Spanish, Belgian and Dutch nationals. Arrival without a visa is
grounds for immediate deportation to the port of origin.

BY BOAT fROM
* NORTH AMERICH -

There are multiple shipping lines operating from the US to
Britain, although almost no passenger liners actually dock in
London itself. Travellers to London are more likely to arrive in
Plymouth, Southampton or even Liverpool, and then catch a train
the rest of the way. There are regular services between Britain
and New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Montreal and Quebec.
The voyage takes between five and nine days (depending on
the weather) and will cost (first class) $250-300, (second class)
$115-130 or (third class) $80-90. First class accommodation is
luxurious — as good as a fine hotel, whilst third class is steerage
and will involve sleeping in bunks or hammocks and spending a
lot of time below deck for the voyage.

The 1920s are the great era of romantic international travel
and famous names ply the Atlantic, including the Aquitania
and Mauretania of the Cunard Line (New York to Liverpool),
the Majestic of the White Star Line (The largest and most
luxurious liner afloat) (New York to Southampton), and the
Empress of Britain of the Canadian to Pacific Line (Montreal
& Quebec to Southampton).

The Blue Riband

The Blue Riband is awarded to the passenger ship

making the fastest transatlantic voyage between the
US and Britain. Until 1929 it is held by the Mauretania
which averaged 26.3 knots for the entire journey in
1909. In 1929 the Bremen manages a remarkable 27.8
knots between London and New York.
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BY BOAT fRONM
- CONTINENTAL EUROPE -
ND ELSEWHERE

Frequent ferries run from most European ports to Britain,
although once again few actually sail to and from London.
However, it is easy to buy package tickets for the entire journey
between London and most major European cities. Sample
costs include: London to Paris £3 2s, London to Hamburg £4,
London to Berlin £5 2s, and London to Copenhagen £9.

Passengers to and from major ports in the Empire can travel
from London using the purpose-built Royal Albert Dock in
North Woolwich. Here ocean-going liners regularly set sail
for the civilised parts of the globe (i.e. the bits ruled by the
British).

* BY RAIL -

The most common means of both getting to the capital and
around the country outside of central London is the rail
network. Before the Railways Act of 1921 there were dozens
of rail companies, but in 1923 these are amalgamated into
four — the Southern Railway, the Great Western Railway,
the London, Midland & Scottish Railway, and the London &

North Eastern Railway. Trains offer either first or third class
(no second). Third class is of perfectly acceptable quality, but
only first class offers dining and sleeping cars. Both smoking
and ‘Ladies Only’ coaches are provided on most services.

First class fares are charged at 2 1/2d per mile and third
class at 1 72d per mile, so a first class ticket from the docks at
Southampton to London will cost 34s.

MAJOR LONDON RAILWAY STATIONS

The major hub stations that investigators arriving by train
from outside London or travelling to other parts of the
country will likely use are as follows:

Waterloo: Fortrains to and from the south coast, including the
Transatlantic and cross-channel ferry termini at Southampton
and Bournemouth.

Fenchurch Street: For trains down the Thames to the East,
especially for those arriving or departing from the liner docks
at Tilbury.

St Pancras: The terminus for the Waverley Route, which
runs from London to Edinburgh via Carlisle.

King’s Cross: The terminus of the Eastern Group lines,
which cover East Anglia up to Cambridge and King’s Lynn, and
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also journeys to Edinburgh, Aberdeen and further north via

Doncaster and York begin here.

Euston: For trains to Liverpool, Glasgow and Edinburgh
via Birmingham and Manchester, as well as the boat-train to
Holyhead, for services to Ireland.

Marylebone: For trains to and from the Midlands and North
West, including Sheffield, Rugby and Manchester.

Paddington: For services to the west and South West of
England including Wales and Cornwall. The boat-train to
Fishguard for ferries to Ireland also runs from Paddington.

Liverpool Street: Home of the Great Eastern Railway,
which runs trains to and from the Eastern Counties (Norfolk
and Suffolk) and also for the boat-train to Harwich for ferries
to Holland, Belgium, Norway and Germany.

- BY AIR -

Croydon Airport began international flights in 1920 with
flights to Paris, Amsterdam and Rotterdam, initially and
flights to most of the world by 1924. Very occasionally in the

latter half of the 1920s, Britain’s wealthy elite might board
one of Zeppelin’s new LZ 126 dirigibles destined for North
America or Brazil. Air travel would remain an expensive
option for decades to come, only beginning to seriously
compete with land and sea travel after the Second World War.

Particularly wealthy and adventurous investigators will be
pleased to know that it is possible to charter private taxi-planes
from London Aerodrome. These fly at 100mph and charge 2s
per mile for up to three passengers. They are usually available
at short notice and can be ordered by wire or telegram to
meet investigators disembarking from an incoming liner, for
example, or anywhere else where there is room to land.

- UPON ARRIVAL -

Travellers from abroad must personally attend an examination
of their luggage by a customs official and will be expected to
declare any items that will incur an import duty; these items
include tobacco, spirits, perfumes, and mechanical goods
(such as scientific instruments, watches and clocks and
cameras). Foreign reprints of books under British copyright
will be confiscated. There are no restrictions to bringing in
firearms unless the customs inspector decides otherwise (so

The London Fog

“The streets were so full of dense brown smoke that scarcely anything was to be seen... ‘ This is a London particular.’
I had never heard of such a thing. ‘A fog, miss,’ said the young gentleman.”

Situated at the bottom of a river valley, and with hundreds of thousands of coal fires and steam engines putting out smoke
and soot day and night, it is unsurprising that London’s fogs — the ‘pea soupers’ — became famous. By the 1920s the fogs
were no longer as bad as they had been during the 19th century, but historical records of the time show that after dark the
fog at its worst could reduce visibility to less than a foot and at times it was so bad even ambulances and fire engines would
not drive due to the danger of accidents. The effects of the fogs on the lungs are well known and feared, and many people
carried simple breath masks made of handkerchiefs and cotton wool to protect their lungs from the effects of breathing the
thick, sooty air. Often the fog was not so thick, but still sat as a yellowish-brown miasma over the city.

The fog can be as much of a character of London as any NPC or monster. It can sit over the city for days, choking
transport and trade, and then blow away with the next breeze. It is simplicity itself for people to simply appear from or
vanish into the fog with almost no warning. Keepers may want to give significant penalties for the use of skills like Spot
and Listen (for the fog deadens sound) when a pea souper lies like a thick blanket over the city.

— Charles Dickens, Bleak House, 1853
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don’t make him suspicious — and Americans attempting
to bring in Thompson machine-guns will make him very
suspicious). Animals are subject to quarantine restrictions
(Britain is free of rabies, and aims to stay that way), and so
must be placed in the care of a veterinarian for six months
upon arrival in the country.

A special note: all non-British subjects must gain the approval
of an immigration officer before they will be allowed into the
country.

- THE ENGLISHt WERTHER -

“There is still a superstition in England that summer is a
time to look forward to.”
(The Spectator, February 1925)

The south of England is generally a pleasant and temperate
part of the country where the daily weather can be changeable
but extremes are rare. Weather reports are found in virtually
all daily papers, but most people judge the weather by looking
out their windows. Summers are warm, but not overly so
(averaging 24° C), and winters are cool (rarely lower than -4°
C), but heavy snow is a rarity and a topic of conversation for
years to come.

The importance of the weather as a topic of conversation
cannot be overlooked. Londoners often use the weather as an
opportunity to engage in harmless banter. It is an impersonal
and neutral subject, meaning you can chat to the person you
have just met without giving away anything of yourself whilst
also not giving offence by being taciturn.

- STRAYING IN LONDON -

An investigator who does not own property in London
has two options: to stay with friends, or to take rooms in a
hotel or lodgings. London is well supplied with hotels and
guest houses, which range in quality from the world-class to
flophouses.

Foreigners staying in hotels, boarding houses and lodging
houses must sign the register of aliens, which all such places

must keep by law. If they stay in the UK for more than two

months they must register at the nearest police station to
their place of residence, and they must inform the police if
they move residence.

Despite the high volume of accommodation, London
tends to fill up during the ‘Season’ (April to June), and an
investigator hoping to stay in the city (certainly anywhere of
acceptable quality) during this time would be well-advised
to book in advance. Prices will also rise during the Season
by up to 10%.

ftlcH QUALITY #OTELS

The Two Best Hotels in London

The Ritz Hotel (on the corner of Piccadilly and Arlington
St.) is widely regarded as one of the best hotels in the world
- especially by the people who work there — and the prices
reflect this with rooms starting at 30s a night and rising up to
126s a night for the best suite in the house.

The only serious competitor the Ritz has is the Savoy (on
the Strand, overlooking the Thames), whose prices similarly
reflect the prestige of the establishment — 30s for a room, up
to 63s for a suite.

The Savoy

The Savoy Hotel is perhaps unique in being the only hotel
founded on theatrical success, when the success of Gilbert
& Sullivan’s operettas inspired Richard D’Oyly Carte to
build first the Savoy Theatre in 1881 and then a hotel to
accommodate the audiences for the shows in 1891. From the
start, the hotel was famous for service, luxury and food.

The hotel retained its theatrical and musical associations
until the 1920s. The Savoy Havana Band was the first dance
band to have a regular broadcast on the BBC from 1922
onwards from the hotel, and during the decade it was the
hotel of choice for notables such as Rudy Vallee, Noel Coward,
Dame Nellie Melba, and Sarah Bernhardt. Whilst staying at
the hotel in 1923 Fred and Adele Astaire were persuaded to
give an impromptu dancing performance on the roof for the
benefit of the guests.
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"My love, what have I done?”

In the early hours of the 10th July, 1923, one of the
most infamous murders in London history took place
at the Savoy hotel when ‘Prince’ Kamal Ali Fahmy, a
notorious Egyptian playboy, was shot in the head three
times by his Parisian wife of six months, Marguerite, a

former dancing girl and courtesan ten years his senior.

Despite many seeing Marguerite as a gold digger, she
was found not guilty of murder or manslaughter as a
lengthy account of ‘sexual depravity’ on Ali Fahmy’s
part was presented as mitigating circumstances at her
trial by her lawyer, Marshall Hall (nicknamed ‘The
Great Defender’ in respect of his skill at getting wealthy
clients off in difficult cases), whilst Marguerite’s
background was deliberately kept from the prosecution
— a critical omission.

If Marguerite did kill Ali Fahmy for his fortune, she
was disappointed — he died without leaving a will and
she had no claim. Marguerite was later disgraced after
pretending to have borne Ali Fahmy a child who would
have had claim to his money — a falsehood that was
easily disproved.

The Savoy is the home of the ‘Other Club’, a dining club
founded by Winston Churchill in 1911 that met once a
fortnight whilst Parliament was in session. The club members
included many of the great and good of the era, including HG
Wells, PG Wodehouse, Edwin Lutyens, Lord Beaverbrook and
David Lloyd George.

The other dining tradition of the hotel is ‘Kaspar’, a carved
wooden cat who, from 1926 onwards, joins the party every
time thirteen sit down to dinner in order to prevent bad luck.

The Ritz (Piccadilly)

Cesar Ritz was fired as manager of the Savoy in 1899, and
opened the Ritz Hotel in direct competition in 1906. Designed
from inception to be superior in every way to the Savoy, the
Ritz was the first hotel in Europe to have an en suite bathroom
in every room, a ventilation system and double glazing!

The success of the Ritz was guaranteed — the Prince of Wales
(later King Edward VII) said “Where Ritz goes, so do I”, and
the rich and influential followed the Prince.

The crowned heads of Europe stayed at the hotel, as did many
other famous guests during the 1920s, including Tallulah
Bankhead, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford, and Charlie
Chaplin, who was so mobbed during his visit in 1921 that it
took a cordon of 40 policemen to allow him to get through
the door.

T
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The Ritz was designed in the style of a Louis XIV French
Chateau both inside and out and is the last word in luxury;
people take tea in the Palm Court not only for the quality of
the food on offer but also just to be seen doing so.

Other High Class Hotels

Other high-class establishments include the Berkeley (on the
corner of Piccadilly and Berkeley St., rooms 25s), the Carlton
(Haymarket and Pall Mall, rooms 35s), Claridges (on Brook
St., rooms 30s) and the Piccadilly (Piccadilly Circus, rooms
25s, suite 50s). Browns, on Albemarle St, is the oldest 5-star
hotel in the country, having opening in 1837. Dining at any of
these establishments will cost an additional 8-15s per head.

Unlike most London accommodation, tipping is expected at
these hotels and a rate of 10-15% is normal, split between the
staff who serve the customer — the Head Waiter, the personal
waiter, the porter, the chambermaid and the ‘boots’ (i.e. boot-

cleaner).

AVERAGE QUALITY HOTELS

Average quality covers a variety of options; hotels, boarding
and lodging houses, and apartments that may usually be
rented for a minimum of three days. Central London has a
wide variety of good quality hotels, such as the Langham, the
Cadogan, the Hyde Park, the Cavendish and the Grosvenor
Court, where accommodation may be had for between 10-20s
per night may be had, and meals for between 3-5s. Teetotal
investigators have the option of staying at one of several
Temperance Hotels (largely located in Bloomsbury, near the
British Museum), such as the Ivanhoe, the Kenilworth and
the Tavistock View.

Should investigators wish to stay in private lodgings, it will
not be difficult for them to find a house such as Mrs Teague’s,
below.

Mrs Teague’s Guest House

Investigators who have friends in London or who have stayed
there will have Mrs. Teague’s guest house recommended to
them. After her husband and son were both killed during
the war (neither of their bodies were ever found, a fact that
haunts her to this day) she found herself in her big house in
Hammersmith and, not wanting to move out of the only home

she’d known for twenty years, went into the guest-house

business. Mrs Teague is particularly fond of academics and
former soldiers as they remind her of ‘her boys’ (as she calls
them) and will engage them in conversation as much as she
can; she is a keen listener to any stories others might have
to tell. She is a kind but strict woman who insists her rules
be kept — no smoking or drinking in the house, no guests of
the opposite sex in bedrooms and all lights out by ten — but
in return is generous with both her time and cooking, which
is excellent.

She has a big house on three floors with four guest bedrooms
(but only one bathroom) — and she keeps the plug to ensure
that ‘nobody overdoes it with the hot water’. Full room & board
may be had for 35s per person, per week, laundry included.

POOR QUALITY HOTELS

Investigators in dire financial straits or wishing to stay out of
sight of the police might find themselves staying in the very
worst accommodation London has to offer. Short of sleeping
rough, it is easy to find a flophouse for only 2-3d per night
in one of the less pleasant areas of the city, such as that run
by ‘Rat-Eye’ Charlie Tanner on the Wandsworth Road, below.

‘Rat-Eye’ Charlie’s Place

What was once apparently a pleasant Georgian house has
been swallowed up by the advancing sprawl south of the river
and, now in a state of dilapidation, has been turned in to a
flophouse for itinerant workers and vagrants by a stocky man
by the name of Rat-Eye Charlie.

Much of the interior has been ripped out, meaning that the
house now only has four main rooms (two up, two down),
each of which sleeps ten on low, grimy bunks with a small,
guttering coal fire on one wall. Charlie himself lives and
sleeps in a little office by the front door. He charges 2d per
night per person (or 3d if they look like they can afford it), but
really only cares about the money — so long as he gets paid he
doesn’t care if fewer sleep there and four shillings will hire the
entire building for the night (which sometimes happens, and
Charlie doesn’t ask many questions about why or by whom).
For the most part, Charlie’s guests are manual workers from
the nearby Nine Elms railway yard and other small factories
and breweries that dot the area.
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* GUIDES -

Such is the size of London that newcomers might wish to
engage a guide or assistant whilst in the city. The Corps of
Commissionaires (419, The Strand) is comprised of “former
servicemen of good character” (Baedeker’s, 1923) and act as
trustworthy messengers, guides, interpreters and caretakers.
The Veterans Corps (47 Bedford Square) is a similar
organisation. Lady Guides are available from either Universal
Aunts (181 Sloane Street) or Useful Women (48 Dover Square),
who undertake “anything for anyone at any time”. They act
as guides, chaperones, and interpreters, meet children and
invalids at stations, arrange hospitality, go shopping, and
provide typists and secretaries.

« BY TAXI -

Although romantically minded investigators who wish to
emulate Sherlock Holmes can — with effort — still find a Hansom

cab in London during the 1920s, taxis have almost entirely
superseded horse-drawn transport in the city centre with only
four-wheeled luggage carriages (“growlers”) operating between
major railway stations and hotels still regularly using real
horsepower.

Cabs charge a tariff of a shilling for the first mile (or part
thereof) and then 3d for every quarter of a mile or 2 1/2
minutes thereafter, whichever was less. A gratuity of at least 3d
is expected. A meter showing the cost of the fare is displayed
where easily visible to passengers.

London cabbies are expected to take ‘the Knowledge’, an exam
of routes within London and important landmarks, roads and
so on. This is a difficult test and can take up to two years to
prepare for, and so they are amongst the best in the world at
their trade and are very proud of this.

A typical cabbie is unlikely to have a Drive Automobile skill
lower than 75%. Female taxi drivers are not uncommon, with
the first lady taxi driver having been licensed in 1916.
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- BY MOTOR (AR -

“Before a person receives a [driving] licence he should sign
a statement embodying certain rules concerning carefulness
and competency. The rest would be left to the man’s honour.”

— The Committee on Regulation and Taxation of Vehicles, 1924

Perhaps more than any other city in Britain, and arguably
Europe, London and the motorcar fell in love, but the
relationship was not an easy one. Indeed, investigations in
London should be coloured by the fact that London rapidly
became one of the most dangerous places on Earth because
of the car.

The reason for this was simple: London’s roads had existed for
centuries as natural thoroughfares through which pedestrian
and horse-drawn traffic poured at a slow and steady pace
and so the city had grown with neither wide roads nor any
serious attempt at traffic regulation. This lack of regulation
remained the case on London’s roads with the introduction
of the automobile.

The first true legislation about cars was the Motor Car Act of
1903. This made it law that all drivers had to have a license
to drive a car and that the car had to be registered with the
local council. It also introduced the idea of ‘reckless driving’
but beyond that little if anything was done to regulate the
way people drove, and later legislation was mostly to do with
making sure excise duties on cars could be collected. A free-
for-all emerged on London’s roads. In the post-war era the
number of cars exploded and London became suddenly a city
that had to cope with some serious traffic problems.

f MODERN HALZARD

It quickly emerged that the car had become a hazard. Hyde
Park Corner became the busiest road junction in the world.
There was no compulsory driving test so accidents were
alarmingly frequent. At worst there were as many as three
fatalities a day caused by accidents involving motor cars.
Visitors and the unwary were advised not to attempt to cross
certain roads and a raft of new and revolutionary measures
were created in London to deal with the dangers posed by

reckless automobile driving.

White lines down the middle of certain roads were introduced

because drivers were often straying over to the wrong side;
roundabouts were introduced into London first so as to
prevent four-way head-on collisions, which were frequent at
junctions, and traffic lights and a set series of hand gestures to
be use by drivers to allow others know what they were doing
ahead of time were also brought in.

Finally by 1929 driving tests were introduced to prevent any
fool just getting behind the wheel of a car and driving off to
cause merry havoc. Over the same period, parking became a
nightmare; satirical cartoons informed Londoners that if they
wished to park in London they would have to leave their car
in Croydon.

= L

Traffic as a Roleplaying Hazard

For Keepers, traffic conditions in London in the 1920s
are there to be used as both background detail and also
devices that can make any investigation more exciting.
Investigators in a desperate race across town can find a
sudden traffic jam that snarls them up for hours.

The car crash can also be used as a plot device — players
may stumble upon a recent collision where a vehicle
travelling to the British Library is found tipped over,
several interesting books scattered across the road.

Since London is not laid out in the grid system American
cities follow, American investigators especially may
find her twisting streets and pedestrians that suddenly
“appear out of nowhere” a real challenge. Unusually,
Britain gives pedestrians the right of way over motor
vehicles, and drivers need to be watchful for foot traffic
that takes their right to the road as a given.

London was proud, however, of its love of the car; it
saw itself as the centre of the European car industry.
This feeling was not backed by the reality until 1926
when the cancellation of the Paris Car Show meant
the London Car Show in Olympia became the premier
event in Europe, and from then on London tried very
hard to maintain its position as the place for new cars
to be seen.




THE NEED FOR SPEED

With the speed limits imposed upon cars in 1903, it was
decided to create a place where cars could “go as fast as they
liked.” This led in 1907 to the creation of the world’s first
purpose built banked race circuit, built just south of London
in a place called Brooklands. This track (which inspired
imitations across the world) was built with a track 100ft
wide, 3.25 miles long, with banked corners at an angle of

up to 30 degrees and which could seat 287,000 spectators.
It was made on the cheap with uncoated concrete, making
it very bumpy as the years went by. Closed during the Great
War, it was reopened after repairs to the surface in the
1920s and became the centre of British racing. Thousands
would turn up to see cars race along at breakneck speed,
culminating in the first few British Grand Prix being held
there in 1926 and 1927.

British Automobiles

Britain had its own successful automobile industry,
with several firms competing against one another for an
expanding and lucrative market. Many of the cars and
their companies are lost to history but, for Americans
especially, British cars are a whole new series of companies
to come to terms with. What follows is a short guide to the
many types of cars investigators may encounter.

1920
The ABC — a cheap little car, popular at first but very prone
to breakdown (£414).

The Blériot-Whippet — built in Surrey and produced until
1927, seen as somewhat fast and manoeuvrable (£300).

1921
The Austin 12 — a very successful medium sized car that was
common for the entire decade (£550).

The Bentley 3 litre — weighing 4000 lbs, it had one of the most
powerful engines ever made. It won the Le Mans 24 Hour
race despite being nicknamed the “fastest lorry in the world.”
(£1100).

1922
The Austin 7 — arguably the British Model T. Reasonably
priced, dependable and very, very popular on the roads
(£210).

1923
The Triumph 10/20 — not a best seller at all, but it is worth

noting as it was the first ever British car fitted with hydraulic
brakes (£430).

1924
The Brough Superior SS80 motorcycle —known as “the
Rolls-Royce of motorcycles” it is included as a suggestion
to those investigators who really need to get places fast
(£180).

The Sunbeam 3 litre — unveiled at the 1924 London Motor
Show as a rival to the Bentley 3 litre, it was cheaper and —
supposedly — faster (£1000).

1925
The Hillman 14 — cheaper than the then best-selling Austin
12 which it was created to rival (£345).

The Rolls-Royce Phantom — was introduced to replace
the outdated Silver Ghost, the Phantom maintained Rolls-
Royce’s reputation for the highest of quality and building the
finest cars in the world (£1850).

1926
The Talbot 105 — the fastest four seater car ever to race at
Brooklands (£795).

1928

The Morris Minor — Morris’ reply to the Austin 7. A small
boxy car but dependable and cheap. Not to be mistaken for
the later Morris Minor of the 1940s (£135).




Driving on the Left

American investigators will hopefully notice that the
British drive on the left hand side of the road. The
reason for this is simple, and is entirely the fault of
London. London introduced the first ever ‘traffic’
regulations during the Middle Ages and applied them
to one place: London Bridge. Old London bridge was
the only way across the Thames (unless you went by
boat) and could become somewhat congested. The
majority of traffic across the bridge was pedestrian,
but also included farmers driving herds of sheep or
cattle to the London markets across the river and also
mounted riders. It was decided as a sensible precaution
that all traffic over London bridge would travel on the
left. As London became more congested and more
carriages were seen upon its streets, it was just seen as
the easiest solution to allow that one traffic regulation
to extend outwards across the city and eventually the
whole of Britain.

CAR tIRE

Investigators wishing to drive for themselves can easily hire
a motor car from most garages and livery stables, and cars
can be hired by the hour, for the day, week or month, or by
distance. Typical costs for a run-of-the-mill four-seater car
will be: 2hrs or 10 miles (whichever is the greater) 17s, 5
hours or 50 miles, 4£ 5s, 12 hours or 100 miles, 6£ 5s, for a
weekend, 12£, per week or 130 miles, 34£, or per month or
500 miles 130£. Larger or more luxurious cars will cost more.

A deposit will be required, although the driving test was not
introduced until 1929 and so no license need be presented.
Foreigners hiring a car may be required to leave their passport
as surety.

- BY OMNIBUS -

London has an exemplary ‘omnibus’ or bus service with
some 4000 buses crossing the city in every direction from
7am to midnight almost every day of the year, meaning
that it is easy to travel almost anywhere by bus. With over

200 companies operating omnibuses independently, routes
change frequently, but the London General Omnibus Co.
provides free timetables that are available from most hotels
and tourism offices as well as their own offices. Fares vary
from 1d for the shortest journey to 2s 6d for a trip right across
the city.

You (ad, Sir!

The slang term “Cad”, meaning a low, brutish or
rude person, derives from Victorian bus drivers
and Conductors (“Caddies”), who were notoriously
ill-mannered. However, investigators of a delicate
disposition will be pleased to learn that by the 1920s
things have changed and, according to Baedeker, buses

“may be freely patronised by ladies”.

* BY TRAM -

The London Tramways are a useful commuter system to bring
people in from the outlying boroughs to the city centre, but no
tramways run through either Westminster or the City. Due to
the competition posed by the Underground and more versatile
buses, by the start of the decade the London Tramways were
losing money and despite a series of consolidations and
takeovers during the 1920s, by 1929 the trams had begun
to vanish. Trams were cheap — a standard ticket was only
2d, and had the advantage that smoking was banned in the
enclosed main body.

* BY RAILWAY -

Within the bounds of Greater London there are over 700
miles of above-ground railway serving almost 600 stations,
so investigators can be confident of finding a station within
easy distance at most inhabited places in the metropolis. Like
tickets on the major national lines, suburban lines are cheap,
with third class tickets costing 1 1/2d per mile and first class
costing 2 1/2d per mile. Approximately half the lines above
ground are electrified, with the remainder running coal-

powered locomotives.
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There are several above-ground railway companies, but a
ticket bought anywhere on the network can be used on any of
these company lines without hindrance. However, the above
ground and underground networks are distinct, and separate
tickets must be purchased for journeys on each.

* BY UNDERGROUND -

The London Underground (colloquially known as the Tube)
is a marvel of British engineering that interweaves beneath
the streets of the city. In the post-war years the underground
trains undergo a dramatic upgrade with the first air-operated
doors improving the speed and comfort of the average
journey. Older rolling stock with manual closed slam doors
will still be found in the earlier 1920s.

The London Underground is divided into two categories,
the earlier deep cut or sub-surface lines which include
the Bakerloo, Metropolitan and Piccadilly lines and the
newer deep lines including the Northern and Central lines.
The original Victorian stations, such as Baker Street, are
remarkable places filled with ornate green and white glazed

tiles and sooty brickwork, whilst the deep station tunnels are
the rounded cream-white tunnels synonymous with the Tube
name.

Passengers using the Tube will obtain a ticket and descend
by wooden escalators to the platforms. Some deeper stations
such as Covent Garden station, have a series of escalators that
descend to its deep platforms.

By the 1920s, the Underground map existed in a form
almost entirely recognisable to the modern traveller. Within
central London, only the Victoria line (built 1969) was not
present, meaning the Underground was the same quick, easy,
frustrating and dirty means of travel it is today. The only
major changes were line extensions into the new suburbs,
which will be covered later in this the book.

The lines are fully electrified, with London Underground
generating its own electricity at the “Chelsea Monster” — Lots
Road power station. Travel on the Underground is cheap.
The central line was known as “the tuppenny line” (although
longer journeys cost 3d), and it is possible to travel anywhere
on the network for only a few pennies.

=

It is not until the 1930s that many of London’s famed
phantom tube stations arise from closures. There are still
some tunnels and stations of note for investigators and
Keepers that want to visit London’s subterranean world.

City Road

Closes in August 1922 due to poor passenger numbers and
is mostly demolished with the exception of its ventilation
tower.

Grove Road, Hammersmith
Grove Road was closed in 1906 due to poor passenger
numbers. The station was mostly demolished.

King William Street, Near Bank

Closed in 1900 and its above ground entrance demolished,
King William Street station’s platforms still remain. This
station was the original terminus of the City & South
London Railway.

Abandoned Tube Stations and Tunnels

South Kentish Town

Closes in 1924 during a strike and mysteriously never
opens its doors again. The abandoned station is the first
of London’s ghost stations and, although closed, is never
demolished.

Tower Subway

Tower Subway was the world’s first underground tube
railway. Its enclosed carriages were a bone-jarring
adventure that took passengers from the north bank near
to the eventual site of Tower Bridge to Tooley Street on
the other side of the Thames. Poor patronage meant its
opening in August 1870 was a short one, with the line
closing within a year.

The tunnel briefly reopened as foot tunnels but these were
rendered obsolete by the Tower Bridge Thames crossing
in 1894, and so now it sits dark and unused beneath the
river — but possibly not uninhabited.
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The British are a nation preoccupied by their class system.
It subtly permeates society, occupation, gender and politics.
With origins in the feudal and aristocratic land owning past of
the country but now challenged in the changing professional,
industrial and global reach of the Empire. Class position in the
1920s is mainly stratified and static and its structure forms
part of the social cohesion of the nation. Investigators should
recognise that membership to a social class is one of rights
and responsibilities. Those of wealth and means are obliged
to act as paternal guardians of those less fortunate than
themselves. Many take this very seriously, with philanthropy
and charity — and being seen to be involved in such activities
— an important part of acceptance by the upper classes.

« THE CLASS SYSTEM -

While these days it is very much misunderstood and
oversimplified, the ‘class system’ is an important part
of London life. It will be useful for players and Keepers
to understand that while the world of the twenties was
changing, the class system was very much in operation. It

SN THE PEOPLE OF LONDON F

allowed one to judge others and be judged by others in an
instant. People were expected to act a certain way and there
was a reassurance in this. Most people liked the fact there
was a class system (and those who didn’t were probably
radicals or, even worse, communists). For those playing
American or other foreign investigators, the system will seem
somewhat odd and filled with contradiction. What follows is
nothing more than a rough guide to help Keepers and players
alike portray how class influences every aspect of London’s
social scene during the era.

THE UPPER CLASS

The upper class in London is much better represented than
elsewhere in Britain- mostly because London is the centre
of the nation and, while a province such as Yorkshire might
have very few upper class residents spread out over a large
area, they all flock to London for the social season, politics or
leisure. The traditional upper class consists of the peerage, the
gentry and major landowners from across the country. These
people are often the wealthiest in Britain having inherited
both money and position, and also with access to the best
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education through private schools (confusingly called ‘public
schools’). For centuries the upper classes had been the ‘ruling
class’ of Britain, but the Great War and the rise of left-wing
political movements has damaged their confidence.

On the whole the upper classes speak with what was known
as a “U” dialect (see below) and their accent became known
as the Received Pronunciation (think of the typical very posh,
crisp British accent used by many an aristocratic villain — that
is ‘received pronunciation’). There was no set single mindset
for the upper class but common traits included a mixture
of brutal honesty (this was the class who could say things
without offending anyone who mattered), an entirely relaxed
attitude towards money, and a natural assumption that others
will do what you tell them to.

The exclusivity of the upper class is vigilantly maintained.
Much of Britain’s power is held and controlled by this elite
and, when necessary, it is exercised to counter any real or
perceived menace. Individuals who threaten members of the
upper class are often quickly bought off, run out of town, or
simply disappear.

The Orders of Nobility

Knight

The lowest honour awarded, Knighthoods are not hereditary
and Knights do not sit in the House of Lords. Knight Bachelor
is the lowest order of Knighthood and may be awarded to
anyone displaying notable service to the Empire. Above
Knights Bachelor are several orders of Chivalry that are
usually awarded to senior Military or Civil Service personnel.
These include the Order of the Garter, the Order of the Bath,
and the Order of St Michael and St George. A Knight is
referred to as ‘Sir’ or ‘Dame’.

Baronet(ess)

A hereditary form of knighthood, a baronet is not a peer and
so does not sit in the House of Lords. Baronets should be
referred to as ‘Sir’ and a baronetess as ‘Lady’.

Baron(ess)

The lowest rank of peerage, a baron has the right to sit in
the House of Lords. A Baron is referred to as “Lord” and a
Baroness as “Lady”. The children of a Baron are referred to
as “Honourable” (for example, “the honourable John Smith”).

Viscount(ess)

The next rank of the peerage, a Viscount would sit in the
House of Lords. A Viscount(ess) would be referred to as
“Lord” or “Lady”, or by appending their name or a place name
to their title, for example: “the Viscount Hatfield” (for a place
name) or “the Viscount Smith” (For a personal name).

Earl/Countess

The next most senior rank of peerage, Earls sit in the House
of Lords. Traditionally a title given to a placeholder for the
Monarch, it is usual for former Prime Ministers to be given
an Earldom. Earls are referred to as “Lord” and Countesses as
“Lady”, or like Viscounts by adding their title to either a place
or their name.

Marquess/Marchioness

Marquesses sit in the House of Lords. Referred to as “My
Lord Marquess” (or “Madam”), or “Your Lordship” (or “Your
Ladyship”).

Duke/Duchess

The highest rank of the nobility outside royalty, Dukes sit in the
House of Lords. Dukes and Duchesses are referred to as “Your
Grace”, or “His(Her) Grace the Duke (Duchess) of [placename].”
Some members of the Royal Family hold Dukedoms, such as
George, younger son of George V, who holds the title of Duke
of York. This is known as Royal Dukedom, and Royal Dukes
do not sit in the House of Lords. Holding a peerage confers
several privileges: not only may peers sit in the House of Lords,
if arrested they may elect to be tried before other peers in either
the High Stewards Court or the House of Lords itself. Peers are
also excepted from citizens or civil arrest. At state occasions,
peers have an order of precedence based first upon their title and
then the antiquity of the award (although in practice things get a
lot more complicated than that!).

Prince(ess)

If a Duke, referred to as “His (Her) Royal Highness, the
Duke (Duchess) of [placename]”. If not a Duke, referred to as
“His (Her) Royal Highness, Prince(ss) — “. Call “Your Royal
Highness” and address as “Sir” or “Madam”.

King / Queen

Referred to as “the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”. If introduced,
begin “Sire”, “May it Please your Majesty”, or “Lord — presents
his duty to your Majesty.” Call him “Your Majesty.”




Gorrect forms of Address

There are rules to how people with titles should be
addressed. As a general rule, the correct form would not be
used between personal friends except on formal occasions.
On informal occasions like parties, most non-royals will
forego the use of titles thus:

Friend: “Look, it’s the Duke of Norfolk! We were
at school together. Let me introduce you. Michael,
allow me to introduce Professor Wolf.”

Professor Wolf: “A pleasure, your Grace.”

Duke: “Oh, please... call me Michael.”

Until a friendship is established, this sort of little social
dance might have to be carried out several times, every time
the two meet.

Ecclesiastical Titles

Bishop

Church of England bishops sit in the House of Lords (Lords
Spiritual). A Bishop is referred to as “The Right Reverend
Bishop of — “ and called “My Lord Bishop” or “Your Lordship”.

Archbishop

Church of England Archbishops also sit in the Lords. Referred
to as “His Grace the Lord Archbishop of [placename]” and
called “My Lord Archbishop” or “Your Grace”.

THE MIDDLE CLASSES

Unlike the upper class, the British middle class sub-divide
into many separate classifications. What follows is merely a
simplification for the sake of space.

The Upper Middle Class

The upper middle class are the highly educated and wealthy
professionals. These are the doctors, the barristers, the senior
military officers, stockbrokers, senior civil servants and the
lecturers of London. Typical members of the upper middle
class also speak with the Received Pronunciation Accent and
usually had been educated at a public or grammar school

The more senior in terms of titles the person, the more
seriously the use of correct form is observed. A knight
or baronet who insists on being called “Sir” at every
opportunity might well be held up as a pompous figure of
fun, whilst failure to get it right with a duke can seriously
impact upon how you are regarded in society.

If not friends, investigators who get terms of address
wrong once will be gently and politely corrected. If they
repeatedly get terms of address wrong (deliberately or
not), it is unlikely anyone will get angry — they will simply
never be invited back, and the rest of society will politely
snub them as well because, well, having no manners is

simply too, too dull, darling.

and had attended university. It is to this group that cultural
leadership of London fell to; their fashions dictated the idea
of what was seen as ‘profound’ about the city and its culture.

Whereas most upper middle class residents of London are
professionals, membership of a profession by others did not
automatically include one in this group. It was best described
as being more of an ‘attitude’.

Those of the upper middle class are defined both by their
family background and their behaviour. The classic British
ideal of understatement in one’s taste or behaviour are
traditional indicators.

The Middle Class

Most of the London middle class are less highly educated than the
upper middle class. Their accents are more based on local dialect
(be it London or home county) and their children would be less
likely to attend university. They are the small business owners,
professional scientists and engineers, the administrators, the
clerks, office workers and white collar workers of London. They
are the ones who had the greatest concerns about the social
unrest within the city during the early twenties and felt their
aspirations threatened by change, as most sought to make a
career and join the professions through qualification or wealth.




The Aspirational Middle Class

(“Nouveau Riche”)
With the rapid economic recovery and growth after the

war, fortunes could be quickly made — such newly rich are
the ‘nouveau riche’. These are people who have come from
poorer backgrounds but who have made themselves wealthy
via various methods (often business, entrepreneurialism,
success in a middle-class profession, or on occasion via the
entertainment industry).

This group was constantly in flux and despite a common heritage
they rarely had a unified code of behaviour. Some would retain
the place, accent and mannerisms of their place of birth (be it
the East End of London, or the valleys of South Wales). Others
stridently try and ape the mannerisms of the upper middle class,
or even the upper class, paying for their children to get the best
private educations. Oddly enough, it is this effort to try too hard
to integrate themselves with the upper classes that leads to the
most disdain towards them being poured by those they seek to
emulate — simply “they try too hard.”

The Lower Middle Class

Alarge number of London’s residents, the differences between
lower middle and normal middle class is an area for debate. It
is hard to describe exactly what to look for within this book,
but for residents at the time the difference would have been
spotted instantly.

The lower middle classes are white-collar professionals, but in
occupations where opportunities for advancement are limited.
Examples include highly skilled tradesmen and managers,
schoolteachers, and junior clerical workers and clergy.

THE WORKING CLASS

Again split into various categories, the working classes of
London throng through the streets of the giant city and make
up the majority of the citizenry.

The Skilled Working Class

These are the skilled blue collar workers of London. During
the twenties their numbers are decreasing but here are
the ship builders, the master craftsmen, cabbies and the
successful tradesmen of the city. They tend to be somewhat
traditionalist and conservative (this is not suggesting they are
not prone to bouts of social agitation, but on the whole they

are quite conservative).

Whereas members of this class rarely have high social aspirations
and may not value education as highly as others, the skilled
working class usually take a professional pride in their work and
often a member of this class may often have followed his father
and grandfather into a trade. They have a niche as the elite of the
working class and as such form, along with the typical middle
class, the backbone of London’s communities and its values.

Nore than Just an Accent...

The class system was not just represented by how you
sounded or how you dressed, but the very words you used
which denoted which class you belonged to. By the 1950s
scholars had classified certain terms and words as U and
NON-U dialects of the British language, which did more to
denote class than accent did.

What follows are a few phrases saying the same thing

but highlighting the difference between upper and
lower/middle classed Britain. Keepers should note, the
classification of U and Non-U speech did not happen until
the fifties, so no investigator could read this and use it to
pass themselves off as richer/poorer than they are.

Examples:
Upper Class: “I say, let’s get there by bicycle.”
Non-Upper Class: “Let’s get there with our cycles.”

U: “I must look dreadful in all this ichor. Does anyone have
a looking-glass?”

Non-U: “I must look awful in this slime. Anyone have a
mirror?”

U: “Well, he went to investigate the old church and came
back two days later entirely mad.”

Non-U: “Well, he went to take a peep in the old church and
came back two days later completely mental”

_—m-mmear Lomorn




The Unskilled Working Class

London’s working class are the unskilled labourers and
workers who do the many manual jobs within the city.
Perhaps the most commonly held profession for this class is
the London dock worker, but any casual or unskilled trade
can be filled by a member of this class. The prevailing mindset
of many here is as old as London itself. This is the dangerous
mob of Victorian and even earlier versions of London.

Often volatile, aggressive and argumentative, this group is
more likely to value a “punch up on a Saturday night after the
pubs close” as not so much as a breakdown in law and order,
more a good end to an evening. Most of these live in London’s
vast rows of squalid and not so squalid terraced housing and
tend to be very community focused (the neighbourhood based
around the local pub is often as much a source of identity and
pride for these people as the whole idea of London as a city).

WORMEN IN
- 19205 LONDON -

During the Great War women toiled in factories and offices
in work that had been considered the domain of men, but
with peace the men are home and those opportunities and
responsibilities are gone. There are women’s vocations such
as nursing, teaching and the like, but many found themselves
out of work and back to the life of a wife and mother. This
was not necessarily unwelcome, but female investigators
could have been given this taste of independence and had it
taken away. Female investigators may well be members or
supporters of one of the Women’s Suffrage movements.

Male characters may need to consider their own attitudes to
such matters. Working class males were very uncomfortable
with women not knowing their place, and even if their own
wives went out to factory work would often demand their pay.
Gentlemen investigators may curse militant female upstarts, or
they may be socialist intellectuals and much more supportive.
At the same time, this was a time of massive worldwide
change and upheaval for women’s rights and freedoms as the
austere morals and restrictions of the previous generation
were thrown away. The perceived freedom of women in Soviet
Russia and the glamorous lives of the New York party scene,
Parisian coffee houses and Hollywood glamour all served to
inform the opinions of women in Britain.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND
WOMEN IN POLITICS

The 1918 Representation of the People Act was an

astoundingly important piece of legislation for the British
people as women were finally given the vote. Much of this
had been due to the female labour force, which had kept the
war effort going as the men went to fight. It was not the end
of the struggle and the Women’s Suffrage Movement still
had much to do during the 1920s. The Representation of the
People Act was a compromise that gave women a restricted
right to vote. In fact, only women over the age of 30 who
were householders, the wives of householders, occupiers of
property with an annual rent of at least £5, and graduates of
British universities could vote.

It was for the Suffragette movement’s activists, spurred on
by the firebrand Emily Pankhurst, to battle until the 1928
Representation of the People Act for all women to receive
the vote was passed. Pankhurst died just before the bill
was passed, and a statue was erected in her honour outside
parliament the following year.

The Price of Suffrage

Female investigators may wish to consider whether

they were part of the Suffrage movement, and if so

whether they were peaceful protesters or more active.
Those who were militant in the 1910s may have enjoyed
a stint in Holloway, where hunger strikers were force-
fed. The accounts of such brutal treatment of women
was instrumental in changing public opinion against

the government.

Women'’s Political Groups

Although women'’s political groups were not formed with the
aim of women’s suffrage, they did have two key effects. They
showed women were competent in the political arena and as
this became clear it brought the concept of female suffrage
closer to acceptance.

The Primrose League

Founded in 1883, a Conservative ladies society that promoted
social events in the community. Women of all social classes
were able to become members, helping to break down class-




based segregation. Social interaction was improved between
members, improving political literacy amongst poorer women

and helping bring female voters to the polls.

At their height the league was able to pack the Royal Albert
Hall for its annual Grand Habitation and enjoyed greater
support than the trade union movement in its early years. By
the 1920s it had around 650,000 members.

* THE BRIGHT YOUNG THINGS -

The aftermath of the Great War was, for those who could
afford it, a great social whirl. The wealthy young, often too
young to have fought, tore up the old rulebook and made the
decade a long party in order to forget about their parents'
terrible war — especially those young whose parents had died
and left them with easy money.

e
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The social constraints broke down for women most of all, and
a generation of independent young women appeared.

This usually London-based set of rich and responsibility-
free youngsters were known as the “bright young things” (if
you were being polite). They threw parties and played games
through the streets of London, and drank, danced, tried out
drugs...and possibly other activities that might draw the
attention of investigators.

ETHNIC MINORITIES
- IN LONDON -

Compared with the melting pot of cities such as New York,
London’s population remains mainly British White. Even
within the white population discrimination towards the
Welsh and Irish was not uncommon. The city is beginning
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to become heavily overpopulated in its poorest communities
and racial tensions between the native East Enders and the
swelling immigrant population is becoming a concern.

The immigrant population is based in London’s East End.
The overcrowded slums are home to some 39,117 Russians,
27,427 Germans and 15,429 Polish Russians among others.
In 1905 The British government passed the Aliens Act and
was Britain’s first attempt to control immigration into the
capital.

The Act sprang from a public perception of crisis and
skulduggery in the East End, where overcrowding seemed
to have got dramatically worse with the arrival of thousands
of Russian and Polish Jews. This hotbed of working-class
immigrants, which included Chinatown, made up less than
5% of London’s population.

The Jewish population was falling and by the 1920s had
dropped from the peak of over 300,000 to nearer 150,000
thanks to the Aliens Act. Immigrants often worked as casual
labourers often gathering at a piece of East End wasteland
mockingly called the ‘Employment Exchange’. Tailors, cutter
and pressers would gather with their tools on a Sunday to
find a “guvnor” who would give them work for a week or a
month. Working conditions were poor; one sweat shop in
Hanbury Street had 18 workers crowded into a 20 by 12 foot
room riddled with damp and particles of the weaver’s wool
polluting the air.

Whozit Rooms

Many of the East End buildings constructed in the

early 1920s were built in response to growing demand
for housing, often from ethnic minorities moving into
London for work. For example, the Huguenot weavers
who had made their way from Canterbury to the
bustling streets of London often set up shop in the lofts
of Brick Lane properties.

These top-floor workshops soon came to be know as
“Whozit” rooms as, when clients came knocking on the
downstairs door, the tailors shouted “Who is it?” out
the top-floor window.

NEW AND MODIFIED
« OCCUPRTIONS -

ACADEMIC

“How easily do dreaming spires turn to nightmare vistas. A
piece of embossed Etruscan tile caught between lamplight
and shadow, an illuminated manuscript seen from an acute
angle, the peculiar interweaving of silver and gold in a piece
of 16th century telkari: each is enough to open doors best left
sealed. The ivory tower is a prison not a refuge, an elevated
cell from where such horrors that would blight the souls of
lesser men can be glimpsed. There is much terror to be found
in knowledge. The world teeters on the brink of an abyss.
Burke knew what must be done: ‘When bad men combine, the
good must associate; else they will fall one by one, an unpitied
sacrifice in a contemptible struggle.” We must act in concert
against the formless and those dread spectres out of time.”

The Academic has seen just enough to realise that the accepted
wisdom of the world is merely a half-truth. Educated at a
historically prestigious university — almost certainly Oxford or
Cambridge — the Academic has devoted himself to a lifetime
of scholarly pursuits. Whatever the Academic’s discipline,
his or her knowledge has reached a point where troubling
possibilities and unsettling connections are apparent. By habit,
the Academic is inquisitive; by nature, he or she is concerned
with the fate of humanity. Academic investigators will have
high EDU and INT. Their STR, CON and SIZ may be lower
than average unless they play for one of their university’s
sports teams, most likely cricket. APP may also be low as the
Academic’s mind is rarely focused on personal appearance.
Their POW may also have suffered from the hidden knowledge
they may have gleaned.

Occupation Skills: Charm, History, Library Use, Other
Language (Ancient: Latin or Greek), Other Language (Modern),
one from Anthropology, Archaeology, Law, Psychoanalysis
or from Science (one from Botany, Biochemistry, Biology,
Chemistry, Geology, Natural World, Palaeontology, Physics,
Zoology, or other as appropriate to period), Persuade, Spot
Hidden. An Academic’s Credit Rating should be no more than
50%.Library Use should be no less than 60%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Accounting,
Drive Auto, Etiquette, Listen, Occult, Swim, Throw.




Credit Rating: 20-50
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

AMATEUR CRACKSMAN

“Life amongst the bright young things can be so frightfully dull.
The parties, the charades, the endless dances, all swirling by
to music as vapid as the dancers themselves. And every one
glittering with jewels and rank with wealth. Sheep. Pretty,
baubled sheep. Yet how would the flock know its true place
without a wolf in the fold, a cultured wolf who dresses like
them, laughs with them, and wanders their estates and houses
with winning smile and predatory eye?”

The Amateur Cracksman is, above all else, a gentleman,
educated in a reputable public school, possibly with a degree
from Oxford, Cambridge, or one of the London colleges
(King’s, Imperial, or Birkbeck).He will be charming and
connected. He may be a minor member of the aristocracy, the
son of an earl or viscount, and he will be impeccably well-
bred. He is also likely to conceal a rebellious streak that may
have seen him ‘sent down’ from university or else expelled

from his public school.

His chequered past, rarely disclosed and then only to
impressionable young women with rich, disapproving fathers,
has earned him many an invitation to society parties. The
subsequent burglaries have never been adequately explained.

Investigators choosing a career as an Amateur Cracksman
will have high DEX, APP, and STR, reflecting the physicality
required to scale walls, their deftness in solving locks and
combinations, and their impeccable grooming. Their EDU is
likely to be higher than average.

Occupation Skills: Appraise, Charm, Climb, Etiquette,
Listen, Locksmith, Spot Hidden, Stealth. An Amateur
Crackman’s Credit Rating should be no less than 50%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Accounting,
Art/Craft (Fashion Keys), Fighting (Boxing), Disguise, Fast
Talk, Firearms (Handgun), Library Use, Psychology, Sleight of
Hand.

Credit Rating: 50-99
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + DEX x2

ARCHALOLOGIST

“Layard uncovered the Library of Ashurbanipal, Schliemann
paced the walls of Troy, Evans laid Knossos bare, Petrie found
Israel. In every corner of the world, the Earth is giving up her
secrets — but not easily and not without reluctance. Mysteries
abound. What was the purpose of Stonehenge? What did the
ancients intend for the Antikythera Mechanism? Does the
Voynich manuscript offer a means to eternal life or something
much, much worse? It seems that every new discovery is
shadowed by deeper secrets, as if humanity were skating on the
surface of a reality still unfathomable. The answers lie out there
somewhere: under desert sands, or wreathed in sweltering
jungle, or patient and benighted in timeless caverns, waiting,
always waiting, to be revealed. And with that breakthrough
will come fame and approbation, and, more importantly,
secure funding for the next expedition. No more tugging one’s
forelock to the Egypt Exploration Society, no going cap in hand
to the British Archaeological Association, no interminable
meetings with the Royal Archaeological Institute. One find, one
scintillating discovery, and wealthy patrons will be queuing at
the door.”




The Archaeologist is an adventurer, a tireless seeker after

knowledge lost in time or shrouded in obscurity. He or she is
drawn to the ancient and the abstruse. University educated, the
Archaeologist will be both a scholar and a shrewd, persuasive
diplomat aware of the politics of research funding. More at home
in the field than in the committee rooms and studies of potential
benefactors, he or she will possess a restless, inquisitive nature,
an eagerness for travel, and an independent spirit.

Archaeologists will have high EDU, INT, and CON, reflecting
their university background and their ability to travel widely
with little detriment to their health. They may have high STR
from time spent in the field. POW may be lower than average,
depending upon the Archaeologist’s experiences of ancient
artefacts.

Occupation Skills: Archaeology, Climb, Charm, History,
Occult, Other Language (Ancient), Library Use, Spot Hidden.
An Archaeologist’s Credit Rating should be no more than 40%.
Archaeology should be no less than 80%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Bullwhip, Dodge,
Drive Auto, Fast Talk, Fighting (Brawl), Firearms (Handgun),
Intimidate, Other Language (Ancient), Other Language
(Modern), Art and Craft (Photography), Ride, Survival.

Credit Rating: 20-40
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

ARCHIVIST

Man’s inhumanity to man is only surpassed by his wanton
destruction of all he has achieved. It began with the burning
of the Library of Alexandria and continued unchecked down
the centuries. Antioch gone. Ghazna sacked. The Tigris black
with the ink of manuscripts hurled from Baghdad’s House
of Wisdom. Madrassah, Glasney, the Library of Congress,
Leuven: all lost. Europe pillaged in the Great War. The war
to end all wars! Wells was a fool. This great war of theirs was
a prelude, the opening salvo in a conflagration that will burn
decade after decade, piling atrocity upon atrocity. But beneath
the roar of its guns, the screams of the fallen, a quiet war will be
waged — not against great powers or principalities but against
the tide of barbarism that rises to engulf all that civilised men
hold dear. It will not be fought on battlefields or oceans, but in

dusty rooms and musty archives. Its soldiers will be studious

men and women intent on preserving knowledge and beauty,
dedicated to resisting the darkness. Things will fall apart, but
the centre must be held. The rough beast must not, will not,
reach Bethlehem.

The Archivist is a well-educated scholar of both manuscripts
and humankind. He or she will be dedicated to the conservation
of the artefacts of history. The recent global conflict will have
honed the Archivist’s sense of purpose and fired his or her
determination to seek out documents in danger of theft or
destruction, particularly when they may contain hidden truths
that could jeopardise or safeguard the future. Long years spent
studying the wisdom of the ages will have given the Archivist
a sharp, analytical mind and an incisive understanding of the
human condition. As a result, the Archivist may express an
intimidating insightfulness into the motives and behaviour of
others.

Although the Archivist’s STR and CON are likely to be lower
than average, INT and EDU will be formidable. POW might be
also belower than average as a result of exposure to manuscripts
that describe occult practices and strange, inhuman rites.

Occupation Skills: Craft (Archival Preservation), History,
Occult, Other Language (Ancient), Other Language (Modern),
Library Use, Psychology, Spot Hidden. An Archivist’s Credit
Rating should be no more than 40%. Library Use should be no
less than 60%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Accounting,
Appraise, Archaeology, Intimidate, Other Language (Ancient).

Credit Rating: 9-40
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

ARISTOCRAT

“No. Look, you're not paying attention, old bean. One is an
aristocrat if one is a member of the titled nobility. It’s frightfully
simple, really. We are all members of the nobility; Peers of the
Realm, so to speak. Barons are inferior to Viscounts. Viscounts
are inferior to Earls. Earls are inferior to Marquesses. Marquess
are inferior to Dukes. And Baronets are inferior to everyone
so pay them no mind. They’re not members of the peerage.
Pretenders, really. Only been around since 1612. Anyway,
we are all of us subject to His Majesty the King. Starting at
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the bottom, then: Earls, Viscounts and Barons are ‘Right
Honourable’ and are styled ‘My Lord’; unless one is a Scottish
Baron, in which case one is styled ‘the Baron of Somewhere or
Other’. ‘Somewhere or Other’ being an example rather than a
Scottish placename, you understand. Oh, you knew that, did
you? My, how Marlborough must have improved since cousin
Dicky was a boarder. The children of Viscounts and Barons
are ‘Honourable’. The sons of Earls are ‘Honourable’ and their
daughters ‘Ladies’. The eldest son bears his father’s second
title, usually ‘Viscount’. Are you keeping up? A Marquess, or
Marquis, is ‘Most Honourable’ and styled ‘My Lord Marquess’.
His sons are ‘Lords’ and his daughters ‘Ladies’. His eldest son,
like that of an Earl, takes his father’s second title. A Duke —
now, this is important, so pay especial attention — is ‘Most
Noble’ and styled ‘My Lord Duke’ and ‘Your Grace’. His sons are
‘Lords’, his daughters ‘Ladies’, and all are ‘Right Honourable’.
Got that? Capital! Now, I must tell you about how these are
situated within the Order of Precedence. I say, are you all right,
old boy?”

In the post-war years the British aristocracy is in decline. A
shift in importance from local to global economic power, the
rise of wealthy industrialists throughout the late 19th century,
and the growing international trade in agricultural produce all
serve to displace the traditionally influential British landowner.
Hence, the aristocracy finds itself in an unusual position in the
1920s. It still retains much of its cultural authority and regional
political influence but it also recognises its dwindling financial
status and security. Death Duties, introduced in 1894, rose to
40% in 1919, leaving some estates unable to pay government
levies. Increased taxation also contributed to the aristocracy’s
financial woes. Great country estates in Scotland, Ireland and
Wales were being sold, broken up and dispersed from the
1870s, but the pace has increased in the immediate pre-war
years. Tens of thousands of acres are sold in Scotland in the
early 1920s alone. Before the Great War, 800 000 acres of land
were auctioned in England. When demand for land declined,
other assets — collieries, docks, art treasures and heirlooms —
are sold instead. To be an aristocrat in the 1920s is therefore to
experience both a sense of privilege and of loss, of entitlement
and injustice. For some, the change is too great and they look
to bring the entire world down with them. For others, finding
a new place in a changed world leads them down dark avenues
to become secret champions in hidden conflicts. Through
experience, they come to realise there is more at stake than

one’s country house and the Van Dyck collection.

Aristocrats will have a high EDU, though their INT might be
significantly lower if the fellow is a bit of an ass. Depending
on whether the player chooses a physically active Aristocrat or
a rather more effete character, STR and CON could be higher
or lower than average. POW is likely to be high to reflect the
aristocracy’s self-confidence and natural arrogance despite any
bruising its ego might have taken. APP will always be high to

reflect immaculate attire and suave demeanour.

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Appraise, Charm, Drive
Auto, Firearms (Rifle/Shotgun), History. An
Aristocrat’s Credit Rating should be no less than 70%.

Etiquette,

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Intimidate,
Language (Latin), Language (Greek), Library Use, Pilot, Ride,

Swim.

Credit Rating: 70-99
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + APP x2

AUTHOR

“When Eliot wrote, ‘I will show you fear in a handful of dust’,
he condemned the loss of personal, moral and spiritual values.
Conrad, too, understood the heart of darkness that beats in
this great city. Darkness and dust are what the Great War has
bestowed. It has stunned the world and driven men into the
arms of decadence or despair. Wells, that great mind, seems
dumbstruck and preoccupied with matters too trifling to
express, or else he rejects the future and turns his thoughts
to the safety afforded by history. Lawrence has given way to
gloom and fled the country. Forster is silent. New voices must
be heard. Great themes are needed to galvanise a people, great
words are required to renew the spirit, great visions must be
articulated to remind the world of what promises the future
holds. Inspiration must be sought at every turn: in this city,
in its hidden arteries and its marble bones, in its palaces and
poorhouses, in its squares and courts. The future must be
dared; the past cannot be a model. ‘Books are for nothing but
to inspire,” wrote Emerson. A new generation must be inspired
to reach out, shake off the dust, banish the darkness, and shape
anew Golden Age.”

The Author is a writer of vision, educated at a reputable
university, who aspires to move his or her reader with insight,
wit, satire or literary brilliance. He or she writes honestly for
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the betterment of humanity. To understand that humanity, the
Author will walk in airy parks and cramped tenements; he or
she will seek out the blessed and the depraved, the poor and the
wealthy. Fear will not discourage the Author, nor the thought
of madness lessen his or her resolve. The pen speaks best when
it speaks honestly, no matter what awful truths it may reveal.

An Author will have high INT and above average EDU. STR,
CON and SIZ may be average or below. POW may be above
average to reflect the Author’s open-minded, inquisitive
nature. Alternatively, a lower POW may reflect the Author’s
inner turmoil at the state of the world.

Occupation Skills: Language (English), Fast Talk, History,
Library Use, Listen, Persuade, Psychology, Science.
Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Charm,
Disguise, Drive Auto, Etiquette, Firearms (Rifle), Language
(Classical), Language (Modern European), Swim.

Credit Rating: 9-30
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

BRIGHT YOUNG TiING

Bertie’s gone, got hung up on the wire outside Ypres. Uncle
Freddie? Drowned in a shellhole at Passchendaele. Cousin
Victor?Gassed three days after joining his regiment. Even
awfully witty Gerard, dead at Sambre with that poet-johnnie,
Owen. If there is a lesson to be learned from all the horrid
business of war, it is that life is brief, that the flight of even the
most effervescent spirit is ephemeral. Those who have survived
the frightful trial have a duty to the fallen: to jolly well revel in
every moment of every day, to find pleasure without probity,
to pursue life with the passion of a huntsman. Parties will be
the order of the day: parties in shimmering white, Mozart
parties, bath and bottle parties, all-nighters in fancy dress. And
car races. Car races to the coast. And treasure hunts through
the London gloom. No killjoys, no wet blankets, allowed. Let’s
Charleston to Chelsea and Black Bottom to Battersea.

Bright Young Things are the cream of London’s well-educated
young socialites. Entirely frivolous, these youthful aristocrats,
artists, and middle class bohemians follow a hedonistic lifestyle,
taking pleasure in shocking London’s polite, conservative
society. Though many are wealthy, so long as one went to the
right school, one’s jokes are witty and one’s blood is blue —
even by association with one’s patron — it is possible to play
a Bright Young Thing who is flat broke. One side effect of the
class system is that it is always possible to find someone who
wants the cachet of being seen with a toff enough to be willing
to pay for it. The Bright Young Things do not like to think
too much on the horrors of the past, yet that past dogs their
wingtips and Louis heels. Best not to think about it unless one
must; when the horror reaches forth and snuffs out a sparkling
soul. The Bright Young Thing is rarely a willing investigator.
Most commonly they are drawn into mysteries through the
disappearance of a loved one or a friend. A sudden death or a
suicide might motivate them to abandon their set, or else they
might be drawn to accounts of forbidden rites and strange cults
promising illicit pleasures to the jaded.

Bright Young Things with aristocratic backgrounds are likely
to have below average INT but above-average APP to suggest
their inherent attractiveness, style and dress. They will also
show higher than average POW given their spirited nature and
refusal to acknowledge the reality of any situation beyond its
hedonistic possibilities. Their EDU will also be above average
to reflect their expensive education at reputable public schools.
An above-average CON will suggest their habitual high living
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and tolerance for sleepless nights. Less wealthy Bright Young
Things may have a lower EDU with a higher INT. Living in an
alcohol-induced fug is likely to give a lower DEX.

Occupation Skills: Charm, Disguise, Drive Auto, Etiquette,
Firearms (Shotgun), Language (European), Persuade, Swim.
Credit Rating should be no less than 40%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Accounting,
Appraise, Art/Craft (Any), Fast Talk, Psychology, Ride.

Credit Rating: 40-99
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + APP x2

BRITISHt BULLDOG

“

War is hell, was Sherman’s opinion. Peace is worse. The
inactivity, the banality of civilian life, the all-consuming ennui.
This is no way for a man of action to live. The Bosche may have
been roundly beaten, but old Blighty is still under threat, don’t
you know? Anarchists, Communists, foreign agitators, the
Yellow Peril. Shiel and Rohmer know what they’re talking about.
No one should sit idly by while the country slides into immorality
and chaos, decaying from within. The young are blinded by their
hedonism; the old by their weariness and shallow optimism. It is
only the sons of Empire, fresh from victory, who can stop the rot.
To arms — and let the devil take our enemies.”

In The Nights of London (1926), M. V. Morton described
London as ‘the most masculine city.” The British Bulldog proves
that claim. Most often a former army or navy officer, the British
Bulldog will have served the Empire with little regard for
personal safety. He is a gentleman, educated at a minor pubic
school, with a modest income from an unremarkable family.
His fondness for his social inferiors and their ways, developed
in the trenches or the Western Desert, distinguishes him from
his usual society. Any British Bulldog will have an imposing
physical presence, a quick temper, and an unassailable loyalty
to his companions and to his King and Country. Resourceful
and tough, he will actively seek adventure and spare no mercy
for those who oppose him. The classic example is Bulldog
Drummond, who could not settle into civilian life after leaving
the Army and sought instead a life of adventure.

British Bulldogs will have good STR, SIZ and CON scores,
emphasising their robust physicality. Their DEX will be

average, though both EDU and INT may be lower since the
British Bulldog relies more on his muscular vigour than his
intellectual wits. POW is likely to be average.

Occupation Skills: Climb, Dodge, Drive Auto, Fighting
(Brawl), Fighting (Boxing), Firearms (Handgun), Firearms
(Rifle/Shotgun), Intimidate. A British Bulldog’s Credit Rating
should be no more than 50%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Electrical
Repair, First Aid, Mechanical Repair, Navigate, Operate Heavy
Machinery, Ride, Swim, Sword (foil, rapier, heavy épeé),
Survival, Throw.

Credit Rating: 20-50
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + either DEX x2 or STR x2

ENTERTAINER

“Did you see Irene Vanbrugh in Mr Pym Passes By? Marvellous.
It was by some fella called Milne. No, I've not heard of him
either, but Aunt Clara says he has something to do with
moving pictures. No, they’ll never catch on. It’s too much of
an American thing for the British. Not enough life in it. It’s live
theatre or nothing for us, old boy. When I step out onto that
stage, I know I have them in the palm of my hand. Tears?I can
make them weep. Laughter?Gales of it with the tilt of my head
and the swing of my cane. Intrigue?A sly look and a crooked
eyebrow. But it’s the voice, you see. The voice is where the
true power is. Rehearsals have been going swimmingly. You
should come, old chap. Opening night’s Friday. The Lyric in
Hammersmith. It'll run and run. Mark my words.”

London is the vibrant, cosmopolitan heart of the British Empire
and its pulse reverberates with all manner of distractions
and entertainments. From the high culture of the West End
theatres to the baser, bawdier stage antics of the East End
music halls, London caters to all tastes. Nevertheless, the
theatre is suffering in the 1920s from competition with radio
and few plays run for more than a hundred performances. Out
of work actors are not uncommon. Elsewhere, the music halls
offer a startling range of performances. Singers, comics, male
and female impersonators, stage magicians, and speciality acts
can all be found filling the bills in music halls across the city.
Spectacle is offered by variety palaces like the Hippodrome,
which present aquatic acts in a 100,000-gallon water tank, and
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the Coliseum, which could stage a re-enactment of a chariot
race on a revolving stage. Hence, any investigator choosing the
Entertainer as a profession has the opportunity for colourful,
even eccentric, characterisation. Any investigator treading the
boards will soon realise that while the London stage is a strange
place, what occurs beneath it may be even stranger.

Entertainers will all have a high APP rating and an above average
POW. STR, INT, CON and DEX values should be apportioned
to reflect the Entertainer’s act. If the Entertainer is a stage
magician, for example, his or her DEX may be above average.

Occupation SKkills: Art/Craft (Performance), Charm, Disguise,
Fast Talk, Intimidate, Library Use, Persuade, Psychology. The
Entertainer’s Credit Rating will be no less than 50%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Art/Craft (Stage
Tllusions), Dodge, Etiquette, Firearms (Handgun), Jump,
Locksmith, Occult, Science (Pyrotechnics), Sleight of Hand,
Swim. An Entertainer’s selection of personal interest skills will
depend upon the nature of the act(s) the Investigator performs.

Credit Rating: 50-70
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + APP x2

EXPLORER

“To walk in the lonely places of the world: that is what impels
us; that is what drives us on. The great years of exploration
lie behind us: the Nile, the North West Passage, the South
Pole, all discovered, mapped, known — if one is to believe the
newspapers. One day, perhaps, men will journey to the Moon
as Mr Wells has postulated, or to Mars, or even beyond. Until
that time, it befalls us to walk in the shadow of greater men
— Burton, Bingham, Livingstone, Scott — to fill in the details
of this great canvas of a world. What yet lies undiscovered in
those lands now seen as tamed, or, indeed, in our great city as
Mr. London’s The People of the Abyss revealed?”

Fridtjof Nansen, Norwegian explorer, politician, diplomat
and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate in 1922, considered the story
of Polar exploration as a ‘mighty manifestation of the power
of the Unknown over the mind of man.'In The Last Secrets:
The Final Mysteries of Exploration (1923), John Buchan
considered this true of all exploration. Even though to be
an Explorer in the 1920s is to recognise that many of the

great journeys of discovery belong to previous centuries, the
Unknown still issues its siren call. Everest beckons, the Turfan
Depression is uncharted, New Guinea lies practically virgin,
and the subterrene gives up its secrets only reluctantly. An
intrepid Explorer may yet find distinction.

Explorers require high CON and will almost certainly express
above average INT and STR. POW and EDU may be average to
suggest that the Explorer is driven and less than preoccupied
with formal learning. A rather weather-beaten appearance may
force the Explorer’s APP below average.

Climb,
(Handgun), Firearms (Rifle/Shotgun), Language (any non-

Occupation Skills: Anthropology, Firearms
European), Navigate, Survival, Track. An Explorer’s Credit

Rating should be no more than 50%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Drive Auto, First
Aid, History, Jump, Language (European), Language (up to
three Non-European), Mechanical Repair, Natural World, Pilot.

Credit Rating: 9-50
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + either DEX x2 or STR x2
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GENTLEMAN

“We’re not all fools with too much breeding and too little sense,
you know. Gadding about is all very well, but one can become
bored with it all. Dancing the Charleston with a young gal in
one’s arms is one thing, but one soon tires of cocktails and
foxtrots and weekends in the country. The world is changed
and anybody who can’t see it is a dashed nincompoop. Some
of us have a sense of responsibility. We must preserve what is
of greatest value: honesty, integrity, honour. These are what
we fought for, dash it all, not for the chance to drink Hanky-
Pankys and congratulate ourselves on how clever we are. You
know old fellow, I might even find myself a job.”

The concept of the English Gentleman is rather paradoxical.
One could consider oneself a Gentleman without being of
aristocratic birth. Indeed, one born a Gentleman may not, in
fact, be perceived as having behaved like a gentleman. Part of
the ambiguity surrounding the notion derives from the fact
that there is a distinction between the cultural meaning of the
term and its moral implications. The essence of a Gentleman
is summarised best by Cardinal John Henry Newman in The
Idea of a University (1852): ‘It is well to be a gentleman, it is
well to have a cultivated intellect, a delicate taste, a candid,
equitable dispassionate mind, a noble and courteous bearing
in the conduct of life.’

A strong moral compass, an enquiring mind and a chivalrous
sensibility defines the Gentleman. Most frequently, he will
have been privately educated at Charterhouse, Eton, Harrow
or Westminster, and will have attended university, almost
certainly Oxford or Cambridge.He is likely to be a sportsman,
favouring cricket, polo or rugby. Independently wealthy, he
will also be socially well connected and attract respect and
deference from the lower classes. It is not uncommon for
acquaintances to seek his guidance when they have erred
socially or else become embroiled in matters beyond their

control.

Gentlemen will have above-average APP and high POW,
indicating their fashionable tailoring and either a well-balanced
perception of the world or a partial dislocation from reality.
Their DEX, honed on the rugger field, polo horse or cricket
pitch, will be higher than average. Although EDU will also be
above average, INT may be lower, depending on whether the
player conceives the character as a blusterer of a suave man
about town. STR, CON and SIZ can vary significantly.

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Appraise, Charm, Drive
Auto, Firearms (Rifle/
Shotgun), Persuade. A Gentleman’s Credit Rating should be no
less than 60%.

Etiquette, Firearms (Handgun),

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Fighting
(Boxing), History, Language (Greek), Language (Latin), Law,

Library Use, Pilot, Ride, Swim, Throw.

Credit Rating: 60-99
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

JOURNALIST

“Look, you know how this works. You tell me what you saw and
T'll work a little bit of my old magic. This ten bob note here will
vanish from my hand and miraculously appear in yours. And
you'll be safe in the knowledge that you're doing a service to King
and country. No, you don’t have to say anything. Just nod. You're
certain it was Sir Nigel? And he was officiating the ceremony?
Officiating? It means ‘in charge of’. I see. And this man, the
victim: you didn’t recognise him? And you’re sure it wasn’t a put
up job? He was definitely killed? Sacrificed, you say? And have
you seen any of the robed men since — apart from Sir Nigel? Can
you tell me where? What do you mean, ‘Behind me?!”

Built on top of London’s largest underground river, Fleet Street
is home to the thundering presses and scribbling journalists of
the capital’s newspaper industry. Numerous titles are available
on the newsstands. The Times is the pinnacle of literate
reporting. The Daily Mail, launched originally as a newspaper
by and for women in 1903, is now firmly under the control of
men. Its blend of human-interest stories and news makes it the
most popular daily picture paper. The Spectator is the widest-
read weekly newspaper. Other titles include The Evening
News, the Daily Mirror and The Star. Periodicals ranging from
Country Life and The Strand to Tit-Bits and The Author cater
for all tastes.

Journalists are as varied as the newspapers and periodicals
themselves. Ada Elizabeth Chesterton, widow of G. K.
Chesterton’s brother, Cecil, works for the Daily Express
and established the Eastern European News Service. Her
investigations into homelessness amongst women in the
capital, during which she lived rough, sold matches and begged

on the street, are published as Darkest London in 1926. By




contrast, Bernard Darwin, grandson of Charles, is a sports

journalist reporting on golf for The Times and Country Life.
At the sharper end of international reporting, Philip Graves
exposes The Protocols of the Elders of Zion as a racist fraud
whilst working as a foreign correspondent for The Times in
1921.In addition, photojournalism is emerging in the mid-
to late 1920s with the development of portable cameras like
the Leica and Ermanox. With Sir Max Pemberton’s London
School of Journalism opening in 1919, the world readjusting
and reconfiguring after the Great War, and obscure tendrils
reaching out from the elder dark, there has never been a more
exciting or dangerous time to be a journalist.

Journalists depend on high POW and INT values. The physical
attributes are less significance compared to EDU and CON.
APP will vary widely.

Occupation Skills: Charm, Fast Talk, History, Language
(English), Library Use, Listen, Persuade, Psychology. A
Journalist’s Credit Rating should be no more than 40%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills:
Intimidate, Law, Locksmith, Art and Craft (Photography), Spot
Hidden.

Disguise,

Credit Rating: 9-40
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

LAWYER

“The rope casts a long and perilous shadow over us all. Working
to condemn a man to death is no easy task and it takes the
stoutest of hearts not to flinch at the prospect of an innocent
facing execution as the result of an error by the Defence or the
Prosecuting Council. We must be forever vigilant, scrupulous
and thorough. Justice must be done. It is a hard fact that in the
wake of so much death some men and women deserve to die.”

Practitioners of law in England and Wales belong to two
separate groups: Solicitors and barristers. A solicitor is the first
point of contact for most ordinary legal matters, including the
making of wills and matters of probate, property transactions,
divorce, and most business dealings. They cannot speak at the
Bar —that part of a courtroom restricted to officials participating
in a trial — and they are usually members of the Law Society.

Barristers are members of the Bar Council, called from the Inns

of Court, four professional associations offering educational,
social and financial support to barristers and students. The
four Inns are The Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn, The
Honourable Society of the Inner Temple, The Honourable
Society of the Middle Temple and The Honourable Society of
Gray’s Inn. Barristers provide highly specialised legal advice
and represent their clients in higher courts, including the Court
of Appeal. Barristers will almost certainly be of a higher social
class than solicitors and are usually held in greater professional
and social regard. At this time, barristers are involved in cases
leading to capital punishment for murder. In England and
Wales in the 1920s, 139 men and 2 women were executed by
hanging. London executions were conducted at Pentonville
and Wandsworth; Robert Orridge Baxter of Hertford was one
of the principle executioners.

Lawyers will demonstrate high POW, INT and EDU. STR,
CON and DEX are less significant. APP may be important for
barristers intent on persuading jurors and will also reflect their
high social status. SIZ is not significant for either solicitors or

barristers.

Occupation Skills: Bargain, Fast Talk, Language (Latin),
Law, Library Use, Listen, Persuade, Psychology. A solicitor’s
Credit Rating should be no more than 50%; a barrister’s no less
than 50%. Neither should have a Law rating of less than 70%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Accounting,
Charm, Drive Auto, Etiquette, Firearms (Rifle/Shotgun),
History, Language (Greek).

Credit Rating: 30-80 (see above)
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

POLICE OFFICER

“Sixteen million souls lost in the Great War: tinkers, tailors,
soldiers, sailors, rich men, poor men, beggar men, but not
enough tea leaves by anyone’s reckoning. Seems like when
decent men went off to fight, the thieves stayed at home and
planned what they were going to half-inch next. And the
murderers. They stayed put, too. It’s not like there hasn’t been
enough killing already, neither. You’d have thought we’d all
be sick of it, but no. That Florence Shore was whacked on the
head on the Hastings train. Poor Jim Kelly got himself shot and
killed in Acton trying to stop a safe-cracker. Harriet Buxton,
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the landlady of the Cross Keys up in Chelsea, was done in for a
brooch. It’s like there’s another war going on here sometimes.
And then there’s the really odd ones. That half-eaten fish-
man found in the Fleet. A dozen priests in kaftans lying dead
in that cellar in Mayfair. Gas the coroner said. I've seen men
gassed. They looked nothing like that. And then there was
Lady Elspeth Windover: a sane man doesn’t want to dwell on
what was done to her before she went. There’s evil beggars out
there. Ninepence short of a shilling, all of them. Still, mustn’t
grumble. Nobody’s started shelling yet.”

Police Officers in 1920s London belong either to the City of
London Police, based at 26 Old Jewry, or the Metropolitan
Police, whose headquarters is New Scotland Yard on the
Embankment. The Criminal Investigation Department (CID),
a plainclothes branch, operates out of the Yard. Accordingly,
police officers may be uniformed Constables or Sergeants or
non-uniformed Inspectors. Officers working within the CID
will be detective constables, Detective Sergeants or Detective
Inspectors. Police Officers of higher rank are likely to be trained
in the use of a rifle or a pistol, but these will not be carried as
a matter of routine. Police are issued a truncheon, or baton, as
standard. Most truncheons are fifteen inches long, one and a
half inches in diameter, and fashioned from rosewood, solid
ebony or ebonised mahogany. Officers also carried handcuffs,
many manufactured by Hiatt and Co. Ltd., Birmingham.

Investigators adopting the roles of Police Officers would
benefit from high or above -average STR, CON, INT and POW
given the likelihood of being embroiled in physical violence,
mysteries and horrific crimes. SIZ and DEX may be above
average. Constables are likely to have EDU values below
average where their commanding officers will have average

EDU scores or higher.

Occupation Skills: Fighting (Brawl), Club (Truncheon),
Fighting (Boxing), Firearms (Rifle) or Firearms (Handgun for
plainclothes officers), Intimidate, Law, Spot Hidden, Track. A
Police Officer’s Credit Rating should be no more than 40%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills:
(plainclothes officers), First Aid, Climb, Listen, Locksmith,
Psychology, Stealth, Throw.

Disguise

Credit Rating: 20-40
Occupation SKkill Points: EDU x2 + either DEX x2 or STR x2

RELIGIOUS OFFICIAL

“The Lord, in His infinite wisdom, chose to test our faith by
setting our feet on a stony road, a road of tribulation that
sorely tried our strength. But we have passed that test. We have
passed through the fire and been delivered. We stand, now,
men and women made anew. God stands with us. We must not
falter in our solemn duty to safeguard the peace won for these
isles at such terrible cost. We must be vigilant. We must stand
against the oppressor and the abominate whether he lurks in
the factory or the mill, whether he walks with the wretched
or those that flourish, whether he is to be found amongst the
exulted or amidst the worms of the earth. We have fought a war
for the souls of men; they must not be corrupted by greed or by
hedonism or by the foul practices of the flesh.”

Although Britain is a predominantly Protestant country, there
is a wide variety of different religions practised in the 1920s.
The East End is home to a large Jewish community with
shops, theatres and synagogues. Bhat Sikhs from the Punjab
also make their home in the East End, though their first
Gurdwara — Maharajah Bhupinder Singh Dharamsala — was
established in Putney in 1911 before relocating to 79 Sinclair
Road in Shepherds Bush two years later. A major conference of
Quakers met in the city in 1920 and London’s first mosque, the
Fazl Mosque, opened in 1926. Accordingly, there is a range of
religious officials at work in London. Celibate Catholic priests
serve parishes in three archdioceses: Westminster, Southwark
and Brentford. Protestant Vicars or Rectors, like their Catholic
counterparts, are often the heart of their local community in
both poor and affluent areas within the Dioceses of London or
Southwark. Other Christian faiths present in the city include
Episcopalians, Unitarians, Russian and Greek Orthodox.
Rabbis, as much scholars and teachers of Hebrew history
and culture as religious figures, are found in more than thirty
synagogues across East London, including Spitalfields, Bethnal
Green and Stepney. In any investigation, such religious officials
will prove valuable intermediaries for their communities.
In Christian parishes, there is a certain cultural cache in
being on good terms with one’s parish priest or vicar. Social
encounters with more senior ecclesiastical figures — Bishops
and Archbishops, for example — are only likely for upper class
investigators.

Investigators who are also Religious Officials will have higher
than average EDU and POW values given their religious studies
and their faith. It would not be uncommon for a Catholic priest




to have high STR and CON values given the emphasis placed

on physical activity in many seminaries. Religious Officials
involved in sports like cricket may have DEX and CON scores
that are also higher than average. In other characters, DEX
and CON may be lower than average in favour of APP and INT

scores.

Some Priests and Vicars may have First Aid skills due to serving
as army chaplains assisting medical staff during the Great War.

Catholic Priest

Catholic priests often have a surprising range of Skills beyond
their occupation skills as a result of their education at Catholic
seminaries.
Occupation Skills: Accounting, Bargain, Intimidate,
Language (Latin), Library Use, Occult, Persuade, Psychology.

A Priest’s Credit Rating cannot be higher than 40%.

Recommended Skills: Anthropology, Disguise, Fighting
(Boxing), First Aid, History, Language (Greek), Law, Listen,
Throw.

Muslim Imam
Imams speak Arabic and this does not count towards one of
their skills.

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Bargain, Charm, History,
Library Use, Listen, Persuade, Psychology. An Imam's Credit
Rating cannot be higher than 40%.

Recommended Skills: Fast Talk, Language (Farsi), Science
(Astronomy), Science (Cosmology), Science (Mathematics),
Spot Hidden.

Protestant Vicar or Rector

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Bargain, Charm, Drive Auto,
Library Use, Persuade, Psychology. A Vicar or Rector’s Credit
Rating is unlikely to be higher than 50%.

Recommended Skills: First Aid, History, Law, Language
(Latin), Language (Greek), Listen, Throw.

Rabbi
Rabbis speak Hebrew and this does not count as one of their
skills.

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Charm, History, Law,
Library Use, Occult, Persuade, Psychology. A Rabbi’s Credit
Rating is unlikely to be higher than 40%.

Recommended Skills: Fighting (Boxing), Disguise, Fast
Talk, Listen, Other Language (European), Other Language
(Middle Eastern), Mechanical Repair.

Sikh Granthi

Granthis speak Punjabi and this does not count towards one of
their skills.

Although not equivalent to a priest, a granthi is the principle
religious official in the Sikh faith.The role of the granthi can
be taken by any Sikh as granthis are not ordained in the way
Christian officials are, for example. A granthi is, however, the
custodian of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy book.

Occupation Skills: Accounting, Bargain, Charm, History,
Law, Library Use,Persuade, Psychology. A Granthi’s Credit
Rating cannot be higher than 40%.

Recommended Skills: Fast Talk, Language (Hindu), Listen,
Occult, Sword.

Credit Rating: 9-50
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

SLEUTH

“Pon my soul, this is a dashed queer business. How the
devil was poor old Ponsonby strangled in a locked study?
Look here. The only key’s in his waistcoat pocket. That’s why
Everard had to break the door in. Every window’s latched
securely, too. There’s not a cord or a tie back missin’. Sugden
was on the front door the whole evenin’ checking the guests’
invitations. No unexpected arrivals, by his account. None of
the staff saw any of ’em on the upstairs landin’, which makes
this even more peculiar. That big fellow with the face like
a bruised beetroot... What’s his name? Yes, that’s it. Uncle
Mortimer. Just back from the Congo, isn’t he? What did
he say to you, Barrymore? ‘Bad ju-ju?’ Stuff 'n’ nonsense.
If our murderer didn’t enter through the door, or by the
windows, then that leaves only one possible explanation,
Barrymore. The fireplace. Mmm. Murder does lead us into

some unexpected places...”
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While America has the private eye or gumshoe, Britain has the
Sleuth. Often a gentleman educated at one of England’s leading
public schools — Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Westminster,
Rugby, Charterhouse — the Sleuth is often a suave and cultured
sort with a private income who solves crimes out of an inherent
sense of justice, intellectual curiosity, or simply from sheer
boredom. Literary examples include E. C. Bentley’s Philip Trent,
Dorothy L. Sayers’ Lord Peter Wimsey and Margery Allingham’s
Albert Campion. Other notable Sleuths are from very different
backgrounds. G. K. Chesterton’s Father Brown is a Roman
Catholic priest, Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot is a Belgian ex-
policeman and Miss Jane Marple an elderly spinster from the
village of St. Mary Mead. Individual temperaments also vary.
Wimsey’s humour, which conceals the nervous breakdown he
experienced due to shell shock during the Great War, contrasts
sharply with Gladys Mitchell’s coldly reptilian Mrs Beatrice
Adela Lestrange Bradley, a brilliant woman who is a consultant
psychologist for the Home Office. It is not uncommon for
such Sleuths to have a sidekick or servant. Campion has the
ex-burglar, Magersfontein Lugg, Wimsey is accompanied by
his friend and employee Sergeant Mervyn Bunter, and Poirot
is joined frequently by the former British Army officer Arthur
Hastings. Such companions can be based on the Valet profile.

Sleuths tend to be independently wealthy (so a decent Credit
Rating is essential) and rely more on their intelligence than
strength to deduce the solutions to mysteries (so INT and EDU
will take precedence over STR and DEX). Some literary Sleuths
are also often of a nervous or diffident and so POW and SAN
may well be lower than average.

Occupation Skills: Charm, Drive Auto, Intimidate, Law,
Library Use, Listen, Persuade, Spot Hidden. A Sleuth’s Credit
Rating should be no less than 60%.

Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Appraise,
Fighting (Boxing), Etiquette, Firearms (Handgun), Locksmith,
Psychology, Psychoanalysis, Ride, Sleight of Hand, Track.

Credit Rating: 60-99
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x4

SOLDIER

“London. The Smoke. A heaving, reeking press of humanity

without purpose in poverty or in wealth. Selfishness and greed,

misery and despair. Hardly ‘a fit country for heroes to live
in’, or for a man to find a renewed sense of self. Was it all
worthwhile — the mud, the gunshots at dawn, the battlefields
foul with the dead — for a homecoming to loved ones who
could only stare or weep? Gone, the camaraderie. Lost, the
duty to King and Country. Vanquished, the last great evil.
Where now?”

The Soldier is a survivor. Returning from the hell of the Great
War, he finds himself demobbed and unemployed or else
forced into poorly-paid manual labour in London’s factories.
He is, perhaps, a little bitter and adrift amongst people whose
preoccupations seem trivial to him. Psychologically scarred,
he is looking for something, perhaps even a new war to wage
against some tangible evil where brave men can unite and
comradeship be found. He has been faced death and terror to
emerge tempered like fine steel: strong, durable, stoic.

Given their military training and wartime experiences,
Investigators with a soldiering background who came through
the Great War unharmed will have above average STR,
CON and DEX. These may be below average if, however, the
Investigator sustained injuries, was gassed or experienced shell
shock. APP will also depend upon any injuries received during
wartime. With over 2.25 million wounds taken in combat by
British Army forces, many ex-servicemen will bear the physical
scars of their experiences.

Mental scars are less apparent but no less significant. As a
consequence of the emotional affects of the Great War, all
Soldier characters have a lower than average SAN. Officers will
have a higher-than-average EDU values than enlisted men,
reflecting their respective social backgrounds. INT is not tied
to either rank or class origin.

Private, Corporal, Sergeant or NCO
Occupation Skills: Fighting (Brawl), Dodge, Firearms
(Rifle/Shotgun), First Aid, Jump, Stealth, Survival, Throw. A
Soldier’s Credit Rating should be no more than 40%.
Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Fighting
(Boxing), Climb, Drive Auto, Electrical Repair, Firearms
(Handgun), Listen, Mechanical Repair, Swim, Track.

Credit Rating: 9-40
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + either DEX x2 or STR x2




Officer: Second Lieutenant to Captain
Occupation Skills: Dodge, Drive Auto, Firearms (Handgun),
Intimidate, Jump, Navigate, Persuade, Sword (foil, rapier, heavy
épeé).An Officer’s Credit Rating should be no less than 50%.
Recommended Personal Interest Skills: Fighting
(Boxing), Climb, Navigate, Psychology, Ride, Stealth, Swim,
Survival, Throw.

Credit Rating: 50-70
Occupation Skill Points: EDU x2 + either DEX x2 or STR x2

SPIRITUALIST

“The dead crowd upon us. And there are so many now. So
many. They expect too much of me. I cannot hear them. They
all want to speak so dearly that their silence deafens me. The
old. The young. The countless men in uniform. Thank heavens
Sophia is there. Sophia, my spirit guide. She moves among
them, you see. They talk to her and she can hear them. When
she does, sometimes I can sense their whispering, like a soft
breeze through grave-grass.

Sophia listens. She has a good soul. She takes their fears, their
hopes, their frustrations, and she brings them to me. And then
it is my turn to listen and to seek their living relatives. I reassure
them: yes, your father is happy. No, he wasn’t in any pain at the
end. Your son misses you, too, but he is with his pals. Yes, they
all went together. Your uncle asks me to tell you that the key
is in the third drawer of the dresser. All the minutiae of life,
communicated by the dead. All through little Sophia, bless her
heart.”
Spiritualists offer comfort by providing a means of
communication between the living and the dead, usually for
a fee. They are most often assisted in this by a ‘spirit guide’,
an entity that can convey messages to and from the dead to
the spiritualist, who acts as a medium. Although many are
charlatans, some Spiritualists are sensitive to the presence
and influence of the disembodied dead: ghosts, phantoms,
poltergeists and so forth. Spiritualist investigators will each
have their own rather fickle Spirit Guide.

Once the Spirit Guide is summoned and willing to
communicate, the members of the séance can direct
questions toward it through the Spiritualist, who now acts
as a medium. All communication between the Spiritualist
and the Spirit Guide is telepathic. There are none of the
raps on wood, floating tables or spirit writing that indicate
the chicanery typical of many charlatans. The Spirit Guide
will either answer questions on subjects and situations of
which it has knowledge, or redirect those questions to other
spirits known to members of the séance. When answering
questions itself, the Spirit Guide will not offer opinions or
conjectures, nor will it respond to speculative questions.
When communicating information from other spirits, usually
friends, relatives or associates of the members of the séance,
the Spirit Guide’s responses will be more reliable if the person
is recently dead. Nevertheless, the Spirit Guide’s answers
will always be slightly vague or elliptical. However, it may
alert the members of the séance to certain facts they have
overlooked, or to sources of information that may relate to
the current investigation, particularly if it is communicating
with a recently deceased investigator. The Spirit Guide may
also direct them towards hauntings or spirit activity in the
vicinity. In each case, the Spirit Guide’s information will
be shaped by its nature, experiences and understanding.
Spirit Guides who are children will be quite unreliable since
they will only understand events from a child’s perspective.




In order to summon their Spirit Guide, Spiritualists need
to convene a séance. For the séance to be effective, at
least four people or ‘sitters’, including the Spiritualist,
must form a circle seated around a table in a darkened
room. Each sitter should join hands with those to either
side of them. The summoning will only be effective if the
sitters have a collective POW equal to or greater than 240
and at least two members of the séance, including the
Spiritualist, make a successful POW roll.

When the Spiritualist convenes his or her first successful
séance, the Spirit Guide is determined randomly on the
table below. The result is the Spiritualist’s permanent
Spirit Guide.

Table 1: Types of Spirit Guide

% Roll Spirit Guide

01-10  Old man

11-20  Murder victim, male or female, aged
determined by Keeper

21-40  Girl, less than ten years old

41-60  Boy, less than ten years old

61-80  Shell-shocked soldier

81-90 Old woman

91-100 Well-known historical figure determined

by the Keeper

When summoned, the Spirit Guide will materialise as
an indistinct, ectoplasmic form resembling vaguely its

Rules for Summoning and
Lommunicating with Spirit Guides

appearance in life. With the exception of the Spiritualist,
any sitter witnessing the manifestation for the first time
must make a Sanity check or lose 1 point of Sanity. The
Spirit Guide cannot interact with the physical world,
cause harm to the living, or initiate events.

In order to communicate with the Spirit Guide at each
séance, the Spiritualist must make a hard POW check
after the Spirit Guide has materialised. If the Spiritualist
is successful, the Keeper should roll for the Spirit Guide’s
demeanour on the table below. If the Spiritualist is
unsuccessful, the Spirit Guide issues a forlorn wail and
disappears. It cannot be summoned again for 24 hours. At
every summoning, the Keeper must determine the Spirit
Guide’s demeanour.

Table 2: Spirit Guide Demeanour

% Roll Demeanour
0-10 Playful
11-20  Mournful
21-30 Angry
31-49 Confused
41-50  Sullen
51-60  Cheerful
61-70 Kind

71-80  Secretive
81-90  Frightened
91-100 Jealous

Old men and women who manifest as Spirit Guides may be
prone to lengthy reminiscences or digressions. Shell-shocked
soldiers can be preoccupied or vague. And the demeanour of
all Spirit Guides is wholly unpredictable.

During the séance the Spirit Guide and its answers are always
under control of the Keeper, who should avoid using the
Spirit Guide as a deus ex machina. Communicating with Spirit
Guides and other spirits should be by turns illuminating,

misleading and frustrating. In order to simulate the privacy

of the exchanges between Spiritualist and Spirit Guide, the
Keeper may wish to write down the Spirit Guide’s answers
and pass these to the Spiritualist.

Following a séance, the Spiritualists POW and CON are
halved for 24 hours as a consequence of the emotional and
physical fatigue of communicating with the dead. Importantly,
however, as a genuine medium, the Spiritualist will be more
likely to detect fakery with greater accuracy amongst other
practitioners.
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Spiritualism in the 13205

The central tenet of Spiritualism is that the spirits of the
dead can be contacted by the living through the agency of a
medium, someone attuned to the spirit world. Spiritualists
also believe the afterlife to be a realm where the dead evolve
beyond the living both morally and ethically because they
are closer to God. Their position is different from that of
Christians, however, since they do not believe that souls are
eternally elevated to Heaven or condemned to Hell. Rather,
they conceive of the afterlife as a series of hierarchical
‘spheres’ through which the spirit can ascend. Accordingly,
Spiritualists advocate consulting the dead for guidance on
earthly matters and for information regarding the nature
of God and the spirit world. Spiritualists often rely upon
a ‘spirit guide’, an amenable entity capable of providing
assistance in interactions with the dead.

As a movement, Spiritualism originated in 1848 in
Hydesville, New Yorkinaprank played on their superstitious
mother by two sisters, Margaret and Kate Fox. The two
children produced mysterious rapping noises to convince
their parents and others that they were receiving messages
from the spirit world. Their fame grew and they were
quickly accepted as mediums, holding séances privately
and publicly. From this modest and prosaic beginning,
Spiritualism became the most widespread paranormal
phenomenon of the Victorian Age. Professional mediums
were commonplace and when Margaret confessed to the
sisters’ fakery 40 years later, Spiritualism had its own
popular momentum and worldwide appeal.

Throughout the the conventions of
Spiritualism accumulated. The ‘medium’ would go into a

19th century,

trance, ‘spirits’ would materialize, ghostly voices would be
heard, and the dead would apparently speak directly to the
members of the séance. The majority of these experiences
were subsequently revealed as trickery achieved through
accomplices, narrow megaphones, or ventriloquism.
Mediums were regularly exposed as frauds. Such exposure
did not, however, prevent Spiritualism from retaining its
grip on the Victorian public. The growing prominence of
Spiritualism and other paranormal phenomena led to the

founding of The Society for Psychical Research in London

in 1882. The SPR attempted to bring the scientific method
to bear on mesmerism, spiritualism, clairvoyance, thought-
The SPR investigated
hundreds of cases, collecting masses of data under a range

transference, and hauntings.

of committees.

The Literary Committee, responsible for gathering and
collating historical and contemporary evidence, produced
the first major report on psychical phenomena, Phantasms
of the Living (+5% Occult) in 1886. Census of Hallucinations
(+4 Occult) appeared in 1894 and Frederic Myers’ Human
Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death (+2 Occult)
in 1903. The so-called ‘Heroic Age’ of psychical research
came to an end with the passing of the SPR’s founding
members, Edmund Gurney (d. 1888), Henry Sidgwick (d.
1900) and Frederic Myers (d. 1901). Frank Podmore, the
society’s ‘sceptic in chief’, survived them all and proved
adept in debunking much Spiritualism chicanery. His The
Newer Spiritualism (+2 Occult), a history of mediumship
that demonstrates his exacting methodology was published
in 1910. However, despite the best efforts of the society’s
members, the study of psychical phenomenon was not
accepted as a ‘real’ science and researchers found their
subject dismissed as ‘pseudo-science’. Accordingly, as the
activities of the SPR continue, investigators are free to join
the society, providing they maintain a rational perspective
on the phenomena investigated. Superstitiousness and

partisan opinions are not welcome.

Although Spiritualism was especially prevalent during
the Victorian and Edwardian periods, it continued to
gain popularity during the Great War. Between 1914 and
1919, the number of societies affiliated to the Spiritualists’
National Union (SNU), which was registered as a company
in 1901, more than doubled from 145 to 309. Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes, was one of the
leading exponents of the idea and wrote widely on the
subject, leading to his epithet ‘the St Paul of Spiritualism’.
Doyle published the New Revelation (+3 Occult) in 1918,
The Vital Message (+4 Occult) in 1919 and The History of
Spiritualism (+5 Occult) in 1926. In 1920 Arthu